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OIT Comments on... 





End Use Statements 


In view of the length of time the UlI- 
timate Consignee/Purchaser Statement 
procedure has been in effect, the Office 
of International Trade feels that the ex- 
porting community in general is fa- 
miliar with its requirements as set forth 
in Part 373.65 of the Comprehensive Ex- 
port Schedule. 

From time to time, however, state- 
ments submitted in support of license 
applications are found to be deficient in 
one or more respects. The most preva- 
lent deficiency is that the ultimate con- 
signee and/or purchaser has omitted 
proper identification of the U.S. ex- 
porter, 

Because an application which is sup- 
ported by such end use statements can 
not properly be considered unless all the 
items on either Form IT-842 or IT-843, 
whichever is appropriate, are completely 
filled out, OIT is undertaking to adhere 
more strictly to the practice of return- 
ing without action those applications 
which are accompanied by deficient 
statements. 

Much time and effort can be saved if 
U.S. exporters will check over the state- 
ments received from their foreign con- 
signees or purchasers to verify that the 
following required information has been 
shown: 

® The name and wes of the U.S. 
exporter. 


" consignee. 


® The commodities and quantities 
thereof ordered from the U.S. exporter. 
(In the case of Multiple Transactions 
Statements, IT-843, where the quantities 
to be shipped during the validity period 
of a statement are not known, an esti- 
mated quantity can be given.) 

® The country or countries in which 
the commodities will be used or dis- 
tributed. 

® The end product manufactured from 
the commodities exported, the’ country 
or countries of such manufacture, and 
the country or countries of final distribu- 
tion, 

® Manual signature. 

U.S. exporters also should make the 
required certification in the proper box 
of either IT-842 or 843 when submitting 
photostatic copies of the form. 

The trade is further reminded that in 
accordance with the provisions of Part 
373.65 of the Comprehensive Export 
Schedule, an end-use statement need 
not be secured from an intermediate 
However, if a purchaser 
named in any export license applica- 
tion is a different person from the 
named ultimate consignee, he must 
either countersign the statement~from 
the ultimate consignee in the space pro- 
vided therefor in both the Single and 
Multiple Transaction Statement forms, 
or execute his own separate statement. 





Defense Support Aid 
To Iceland Ended 


At the proposal of the Icelandic Gov- 
ernment, American defense support aid 
to Iceland is being suspended, the Mutual 
Security Agency has announced. 

A similar announcement was to be 
made in Reykjavik by the Icelandic 
Minister of Commerce. 

This suspension of aid follows a final 
allotment to Iceland of $3,250,000, which 
will be used to help Iceland settle its 
intra-European payments position, 
through the operations of the European 


Payments Union (EPU). The final allot- 
ment, made May 13, makes a total 


of $5,450,000 in defense support funds 
for that country in the 1953 fiscal year 
and a total of a little more than $37,- 
000,000 in defense support and economic 
aid for Iceland since the initiation of 
the Marshall Plan in April 1948. 

In proposing that MSA defense sup- 
port aid be suspended, Icelandic Gov- 
ernment officials pointed out that the 
American aid to the past 2 years 
has been entirely related in one form 
or another to the carrying out of three 
projects basic to the Icelandic economy. 
These are construction of two hydro- 
electric plants and one fertilizer plant. 
All three are scheduled to be completed 
this summer. 


MSA said that the suspension of de- 
fense support aid does not affect Ice- 
land's participation in the MSA pro- 
ductivity and technical assistance pro- 
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gram. It also does not affect Iceland’s 
membership in NATO, the Organization 
for European Economic Cooperation 
(OEEC), and the Council of Europe. 

Since Iceland has no military estab- 
lishment, it has not received any direct 
military aid under the Mutual Security 
Program. It is, however, the site of a 
United States air base, 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Agricultural Output Increases 





New Zealand's Internal, External Economy: on Uptrend 


Economic conditions in New Zealand during the first 4 months of 
1953 were good, reflecting the generally favorable level of agricultural 
production, buoyancy of internal business conditions, and maintenance 


of full employment. 


The balance-of-payments situation was considerably better than a 


year ago. Wool prices were favorable 
and stable; dairy production set a rec- 
ord but meat production fell somewhat 
below the 1951-52 levels. 

Dairy products output in the period 
January-April averaged about 8 percent 
higher than in the like period of the 
past year. Butter production was up 
about 5 percent, cheese about 10 per- 
cent, and significant increases took 
place in all condensed and powdered 
products except casein and buttermilk 
powder. For the past 5 years, New 
Zealand dried milk production has risen 
steadily, but in view of the deteriora- 
tion of oversea markets such produc- 
tion will not be increased further under 
present plans. The Dairy Board has in- 
dicated that the largest single factor 
contributing to the deterioration in the 
market situation has been U. S. import 
restrictions, 


Steady Demand at Wool Sales 


A wool clip of 413,415,000 pounds, 
greasy basis, for the 1952-53 season end- 
ing June 30, has been estimated by the 
New Zealand Wool Commission. Be- 
cause of a very wet season, the wool 
has been rather heavily stained, and the 
quality of the clip is not up to the usual 
New Zealand standard. 

However, demand has been steady 
at all sales. At the final round of sales 
in progress in May prices were firm at 
previous levels. Despite the British an- 
nouncement that purchases for stock- 
piling were being reduced this season 
and would not be continued in 1953-54, 
the market has remained strong. 


Buying has been well spread; the 
United Kingdom, United States, and 
France have been the largest buyers. 
A smaller quantity of wool than last 
year has been purchased for direct ship- 
ment to Iron Curtain countries. Poland 
has bought regularly but on a smaller 
scale. Russia has not purchased wool 
for 2 years, and only a very small 
quantity has been bought for Czechoslo- 
vakia, 

Retail Sales Increase 


Retail sales during the first quarter 
of 1953 increased, following the usual 
January reductions. Retailers’ and 
wholesalers’ stocks, which for the most 
part were heavy early in 1952 following 
the period of high ‘imports, have de- 
clined substantially, The Reserve Bank 


\ 
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reports that by the end of January 
stocks had dropped 20 percent from 
November levels, and further decreases 
probably have taken place since then. 

Activity in secondary industry ap- 
pears to have picked up, and prospects 
for the immediate future were good. A 
basic factor in the buoyancy of local 
manufacturing and wholesale and retail 
trade is the high level of export earnings 
for agricultural products, which are the 
principal source of purchasing power in 
local communities. 

Favorable prices for wool, meat, and 
dairy products will lead to increased 
purchasing which will be more strongly 
felt in the coming months. The im- 
proved foreign exchange situation will 
permit a rate of imports sufficient to 
provide businessmen and manufacturers 
with necessary materials to satisfy the 
domestic demand for consumer goods 
and equipment. 

Prices continued to rise slowly dur- 
ing the first quarter of 1953. Detailed 
Statistics are not yet available for the 
period but apparently a downturn in 
prices did not occur. Available data 
show a 3 percent rise in food prices 
in January and February and smaller 


increases in prices of other consumer 
goods. 


Surplus in Balance of Payments 

A NZ£26,300,000 surplus, in the bal- 
ance of payments was achieved for the 
first quarter of 1953, compared with a 
deficit of NZ£28,200,000 in the corre- 
sponding period last year. The relative 
position is equally favorable for the 
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trade year beginning July 1. In the 9 
months July 1952 to March 1953, a 
surplus of NZ£19,400,000° was earned 
as against a deficit of. NZ£50,000,000 the 
year before. From a low of NZ£65,000,- 
000 in September 1952, the net oversea 
assets of New Zealand had risen to 
slightly over NZ£100,000,000 by April 
1953. 


The improvement is attributable -to 
the fact that imports were cut when 
export earnings remained high. Im- 
ports declined as a result of the com- 
bined effect of import licensing and 
reduced demand following the heavy 
inflow of goods in 1951-52. A success- 
ful wool selling season and the higher 
price paid for meat and dairy products 


were chiefly responsible for favorable 
export earnings. 


Tariff Policy Under Study 


The Minister of Industries and Com- 
merce has reaffirmed the” Government’s 
general policy of moving eventually from 
quantitative import licensing to the tar- 
iff as a means of protecting local in- 
dustries. It was also stated that until 
tariff protection is adequate, import 
licensing will not _be removed on cer- 
tain categories of goods. 

The Board of Trade is presently 
carrying out a review of tariffs on se- 
lected items. The process will be 
lengthy, but the authorities intend to 
accelerate the hearings. The New Zea- 
land tariff schedule has not been sub- 
stantially revised for 20 years. Local 


industry has changed so much that a . 


review of tariff policy now requires 
detailed study. 


Murupara Project Estimated 

The Prime Minister stated on April 22 
that the total cost of the Murupara 
Pulp and Paper Project is estimated at 
NZ£28,000,000 comprising NZ£13,200,000 
of Government expenditure and NZ£14,- 
800,000 to be spent by the Tasman Pulp 
and Paper Company. The Government 
expenditure will be for railways, electric 
power, harbor works, housing, logging 
equipment, and other ancillary needs. 
The company will provide mill construc- 

The New Zealand Government has 


made arrangements for a loan of NZ£10,- — 


000,000 on the London market to be 
raised during the next 12 months._ The 
Government also has applied for a $20,- 
000,000 loan from the U. S. Export- 
Import Bank. Other needs will be met 
from the Government’s development 
program funds and from public share 
issues—Emb., Wellington. 
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Cuba’s Large Sugar Sale to U. K. 


Brightens Prospects for Economy 


Cuba made a million-ton sugar sale to the United Kingdom in April. 
The textile industry continued depressed, steel orders were still going 
to Europe, and sales generally were off. : 

Developments in labor and finance were significant; and Government 
revenue collections emphasized the fact that there is little likelihood of 


of balancing the current year’s budget. 


Bright spots at the end of April were 
the marked revival in private building 
construction, full activity in mining, and 
weather conditions which should provide 
a better meat supply than was antici- 
pated. 


Sugar production through April 30 
resulted in 5,060,567 short tons and 
238,205,639 gallons of molasses. 

On April 14 the United Kingdom and 
Cuba completed what most observers 
agfee was an excellent deal for both 
nations: The United Kingdom purchased 
1 million Spanish long tons of Cuban 
sugar, of which 600,000 tons are de- 
liverable from the 1953 crop at 2.75 
cents a pound f.o.b. Cuba and 400,000 
from the 1954 crop at 3.08 cents a pound 
f.o.b. Cuba. The United Kingdom also 
agreed that: Sugar rationing will be 
eliminated; the 1 million tons are over 
and-above its normal purchases of Cuban 
sugar; and this quantity will be used 
for local consumption in the United 
Kingdom and will not be refined and 
then reexported, 


Sugar Position Strengthened 


This sale by Cuba eliminates the pos- 
sibility of increasing its carry-over 
stocks at the end of 1953 and changes 
the overall Cuban sugar position to one 
of relative strength. As the result of 
this sale, the spot price of world sugars 
advanced almost immediately from 3.12 
cents a pound to 3.55 cents a pound 
f.o.b. Cuba. From the 2,750,000 Spanish 
long tons of sugar available from the 
1953 crop for sale on the world markets, 
local trade sources estimate that ap- 
proximately 2,050,000 Spanish long tons 
had been sold by May 1. 

Cuba’s textile industry operated at 
the same low rate of capacity in April 
as in March. Viscose tire yarn and 
tire fabric and staple were being pro- 
duced at capacity in April and con- 
tinued to find a market abroad, but 
viscose textile yarn was produced at 
only 50 percent of capacity and found 
little market even in Cuba. Italian 
and Belgian viscose yarns were being 
offered in Cuba at a landed cost less 
than the Cuban cost of production. 

Textile distributors reported fairly 
good.sales for April. Compared with 
April of last year, however, dollar values 
of sales were down as much as 15 per- 
cent, though more goods actually were 
sold by some houses. Italian fabrics 
were reported to be finding a good mar- 
ket in Cuba and were being offered to 
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Cuban wholesalers at prices 15 to 20 per- 
cent less than the landed cost of simi- 
lar U. S. goods. 


The value of building permits for the 
Havana district during April attained 
the level of 63 million pesos, a remark- 
able recovery from the low point of 
last October. The number of permit 
applications in April was abnormal, 277 
compared with 191 for January, and was 
indicative of a general disposition of 
real estate operators to proceed on 
projects which had long been in abey- 
ance. This situation is believed to be 
linked partially to the Government’s 
success in disposing of surplus sugar and 
to the predilection of local investors 
for. real estate rather than industrial 
or commodity ventures, 


Europe Still Source of Steel 

During April European supplies of 
of steel sold in Cuba not only large quan- 
tities of galvanized wire products and 
reinforcing bars but also considerable 
amounts of pipe and structural shapes, 
filling the partial vacuum resulting from 
the difficulty of local sales agents in 
obtaining American mill acceptances of 
orders for autumn delivery. 


In early April, 1,800 tons of deformed 
bars arrived from Belgium on a small 
bargain-rate vessel, and another order 
for 3,000 tons is reparted to have been 
placed. Further price cutting by Euro- 
pean suppliers is attributed locally to the 
probability of intensive competition 
among mills in Belgium and Germany, 
as the European quotations were already 
at least 20 percent below American quo- 
tations. 


Several European agents have been 
exploring possibilities of barter for 
sugar, encouraged by a recent deal in- 
volving supply of pipe for Santiago 
waterworks. European suppliers ap- 
peared in early May to he more hopeful 
than American sales representatives that 
sugar mills will plan extensive repairs 
in the oncoming dead season. Despite 
the relatively low import volume in 
recent months, local stocks of most spe- 
cial American steel products are still 
adequate, though there are a few spot 
deficiencies. 


Reports from Havana department 
stores indicated that April sales were 
about 5 percent under last year. De- 
partment store sales in most provincial 
cities showed a slight improvement but 
were still 10 to 15 percent under April 


1952. Movement of heavy machinery 
and equipment, far below 1952 levels, 
showed no sign of improvement during 
April but some sales increases were 
reported for general hardware as a re- 
sult of price reductions and intensified 
selling efforts. Despite the fact that 
most household electric appliances are 
priced considerably lower than a year 
ago, sales continued to run 25 to 30 
percent below 1952. 


The market for automobiles and 
trucks showed no change during the 
month; sales of low-priced passenger 
cars were fairly satisfactory, but 
trucks and expensive automobiles moved 
very slowly. Imports, production, and 
sales of pharmaceuticals began return- 
ing to normal when pharmacists ended 
a 3-month boycott after the Supreme 
Court announced on April 21, 1953, that 
it was unconstitutional to levy a 1 
percent sales stamp tax on pharma- 
ceutical products for the benefit of the 
Doctors Pension Fund, 


Labor’s Attitude Modified 


In the face of continued contraction 
in employment opportunities, the leader 
of the Cuban Federation of Labor stated 
in April that labor will recognize the 
“profit principle” in industry and the 
need for salary reductions in money- 
losing enterprises. He insisted, how- 

(Continued on Page 8) 





Denmark Has Positive 
Balance of Payments 


Preliminary figures indicate that Den- 
mark’s 1952 payments operations, exclu- 
sive of Marshall Plan aid, resulted in a 
positive balance of 207 million crowns 
(about $30 million), compared with a 
debit balance of 273 million crowns 
(about $38 million) for 1951. 


The reduction of Denmark’s import 
balance from 473 million crowns in 1951 
to 113 million crowns in 1952 was largely 
responsible for this result, although in 
1952 Danish shipping earnings were 
somewhat higher and expenses for for- 
eign shipping were much less. The third 
quarter of 1952, showing an export bal- 
ance in foreign trade, was particularly 
favorable. 

Denmark’s credit balance with the 
United Kingdom was 893 million crowns 
in 1952, compared with 777 million in 
1951, but the 1952 debit balance with 
other countries of the European Pay- 
ments Union area increased, and the 
overall credit balance with all EPU 
countries, at 95 million crowns for 1952, 
was only 13 million crowns greater than 
the 1951 balance. 

Denmark's debit balance in operations 
with the United States and Canada was 
only 243 million crowns in 1952 compared 
with 534 million for 1951, and the credit 
balances with Latin America and other 
countries were notably greater in 1952 
than in 1951, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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British Imports Reach 
High Rate in April 


United Kingdom imports from all 
countries rose to £293.4 million in April, 
the highest rate of imports in any 
1 month since May 1952, provisional 
trade statistics indicate. 


Although imports in April were 
some £7.7 million greater than in March, 
total exports showed only a small up- 
turn amounting to £223.8 million in 
April but £223.7 million in March. As 
a result the excess of imports over ex- 
ports in April was nearly £70 nifillion, 
bringing the adverse balance up to ap- 
proximately £231.3 million for the first 
4 months of the year as compared with 
£307.1 million in the like period of-1952. 

The actual increase in trade, espe- 
cially in imports, that occurred in April 
is highlighted by the fact that there 
were only 24 working days in that 
month but an average of 26 in the first 
3 months of 1953. 


Dollar Sales Rise 


United Kingdom exports to North 
America, particularly to Canada, were 
at a record high in April. 

Shipments to Canada amounted to 
£16 million in April as compared with 
an average of £11.3 million a month for 
the first 3 months of this year and the 
previous high of £15.6 million in July 
1951. Although exports to the United 
States at £13.8 million were above the 
first quarter monthly average of £12.7 
million, they were exceeded in October 
1952 and April 1951. 





Hong Kong Power Supply 
Lags Behind Industry 


The general easing of Hong Kong’s 
economic activity in 1952 was not re- 
flected in public utilities, which are still 
trying to catch up with the rapid ex- 
pansion of new industry and construction 
which took place in the 1947-51 period. 

The colony’s’ coal-burning electric 
plants have a generating capacity of 
125,000 kw. and a boiler capacity of 
1,463,000 pounds per hour. Although de- 
lays inthe delivery of equipment have 
retarded the expansion of these facili- 
ties, it is hoped to install a new 75,000- 
pound-per-hour water-tube boiler in one 
plant in 1953. 


Another plant has a 200,000-pound-per- 
hour fired boiler scheduled for 1953 de- 
livery and a 20,000-kw. turbo alternator 
for 1954. 


The Hong Kong Government has pub- 
lished figures which show an 11.3 per 
cent increase in power output in 1952 
over 1951 for one company, and has re- 
ported that the other company’s output 
rose steadily last year, mainly as the 
result of 276 new factories being cut in. 
Gas production went up 3.5 per cent in 
1952 over the 1951 record. 
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Business Activity in Nicaragua Shows 
Prosperity; Trade Balance Favorable 


Business activity in Nicaragua during the first quarter of 1953 re- 
flected the same air of prosperity which prevailed during the last quarter 


of 1952. 


Most of the coffee crop having been sold, the quarterly balance of 
trade was favorable, and international reserves were reported to be 


$22.9 million. 


Although merchants continued to be 
irritated by the Government’s reluctance 
to relax restrictions on trade, particu- 
larly the regulation requiring the prior 
deposit of cordoba equivalents until a 
transaction is concluded, the volume 
of wholesale and retail trade was con- 
siderably higher than it was in the tfirst 
quarter of 1952. Similarly, the general 
level of imports and exports was high. 

Construction activity increased and the 
country’s leading builders reported a 
sizable backlog of contracts on which 
work had not yet been initiated. This 
construction was confined to commercial 
establishments, apartment buildings, and 
relatively expensive private dwellings; 
little activity was noted in the low-cost 
housing field. 


Financial Adjustments Planned 


Based on anticipated revenues from 
the new income tax law, it has been re- 
ported that the 1953-54 budget may be in- 
creased approximately 30 million cor- 
dobas, from 170 to 200 million cordobas 
(5 cordobas=US $1). 

Another indication of the country’s 
sound financial condition was the Presi- 
dent’s announcement on April 15 that 
Nicaragua intends to reduce further its 
external debt by paying off the 1909 issue 
of Ethelburg bonds within 6 months. The 
unpaid balance on these bonds is approxi- 
mately $608,728, and this amount is re- 
ported already to have been deposited 
by Nicaragua in London banks. 

Fires destroyed much of the unginned 
cotton crop during the quarter. Although 
estimates of the ,extent of damage are 
not available, the press reported that 
insurance payments by one company 
alone reached $400,000. As it has been 
rumored that not all of the fires have 
been accidental, reports have also spread 
that insurers will be far more selective 
in the future. : 


Progress Made on Rama Road 

Interest continued in the $2 million 
appropriated by the U. S. Congress for 
completion of the Rama Road. An ac- 
cess road from Villa Somoza is ready, 
and there should be no delay when funds 
are authorized and equipment begins 
to arrive. 


The Rama Road is considered of great 


importance in opening much of the in- 


terior for settlement, in connecting the - 


east and west coasts by land for the 
first time, and in reducing shipping costs 
to and from Atlantic countries. The com- 





pleted road will also serve as an al- 
ternative transisthmus route, if the Pan- 
ama Canal ever should be closed. 


Congestion at the west coast ports of 
Corinto and San Juan del Sur approached 
the critical stage during the early 
months of the year. Many ships were 
forced to wait several days for docking 
space, and others were said to have 
passed the ports altogether rather than 
lose considerable sums waiting for the 
opportunity to dock. 





W. German Construction 
Of Houses Continues High 


Construction of houses in Western 
Germany continued high in 1952; a total 
of 400,000 family dwelling units was 
built, about the same number as in 
1951. 


This volume of new construction, 
which was at the rate of 8 family 
dwelling units per 1,000 of population, 
is exceeded only by the United States, 
and is more than double the German 
level of home construction in 1936. 


In the past 4 years about 1,500,000 
housing units have been completed. The 
Federal Housing Ministry expects that 
the figure will approach 2,000,000 by 
the end of 1953. Housing facilities are 
especially needed this year because of 
the high influx of refugees from the 
Soviet Zone. 


The volume of housing construction 
depends heavily on public appropria- 
tions. Because of fixed rents, rising 
construction casts, and limited avail- 
ability of private capital, privately 
financed construction is relatively small. 
At present, 70 percent of all housing 
built in Germany is subsidized, and 
these subsidies amount to an average 


of 40 percent of the total cost—HICOG, 
Bonn. 





Spanish Morocco Seeking 
New Power Facilities 


Spanish Moroccan authorities are con- 
sidering the tapping of existing power 


‘facilities in southern Spain by laying 


a submarine high-tension cable across 
the Straits of Gibraltar in order to 
meet the growing shortage of electrical 
power in Tetuan area. 


Engineering surveys of the project to 
establish feasibility of the plan are in 
the early stages. 
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Japanese Economy at Seasonally Low 
Level; Industry, Power Affected 


The Japanese economy in February was generally characterized by 
a continuation of the seasonal features of January—comparatively low 
levels in manufacturing, generation of electricity, and Treasury disburse- 


ments. 


Industrial production reflected the seasonally low level of activity 


and yielded the identical index in Feb- 
ruary as in January. Exceptions were 
noted in textiles, which responded to 
heightened seasonal demand, both do- 
mestic and export, and in virtually all 
machinery items, which increased ap- 
preciably. 

A 10 percent drop in generation of 
electricity, caused by low waterflow, 
induced further declines in output of 
the heavy users of electric power. Feb- 
ruary production of coal, however, 
reached the highest level since March, 
1952, in a continued resurgence from the 
losses that attended the strike of last 
autumn, 

Treasury receipts, though lower in Feb- 
ruary than in January, continued to ex- 
ceed disbursements. 


Some Trends Favorable 


Other factors in the month’s economic 
developments reflected some favorable 
trends, but these were not of sufficient 
importance to offset the overall impres- 
sion of relatively low activity character- 
istic of the season. 

Prices rose slightly, having been af- 
fected by the year-end addition to con- 
sumer purchasing power and the expan- 
sion of bank loans to compensate for the 
restrictive influence of Treasury opera- 
tions near the end of the fiscal year. A 
recovery in construction and a larger 
volume of special procurement contracts 
awarded by the U. S. Armed Forces also 
helped to support business activity. 

The movement in wholesale prices ap- 
peared to be more than seasonal, how- 
ever, reflecting impetus from the infla- 
tionary components of the supplementary 
budget of November and a tendency to 
maximize profits from sales in the do- 
mestic market to offset loss of revenue 
associated with the low level of export 
trade. 

Although merchandise exports in- 
creased from the 2-year low of January, 
February exports were still relatively 
low, with the total for January and Feb- 
ruary almost 29 per cent less than for 
the corresponding period of 1952. More- 
over, the trade deficit for these months 
was $196 million in 1953 in comparison 
with $41 million in 1952. 

The decline in merchandise imports 
appeared mainly in raw cotton, raw 
wool, wheat, barley, and petroleum, Im- 
ports of coal and raw sugar nearly 
doubled. (See Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, April 27, p. 6, for detailed February 
foreign-trade review.) . 

The moderate reduction in total for- 
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eign-exchange receipts was caused by a 
decline in receipts from merchandise 
exports to the sterling area. A virtual 
balance in total receipts and payments 
resulted from the drop of $44 million in 
payments for merchandise imports from 
dollar and open-account sources, 


A further improvement of 1.7 per cent 
in the terms of trade was influenced by 
an additional increase over January in 
the index of export prices—a continued 
reversal of the trend of 1952—in conjunc- 
tion with the prolonged downtrend in 
prices of imports. 


The moderate upward movement in 
wholesale prices was most marked in 
textiles, building materials, and edible 
farm products. The advance in prices of 
cotton yarns and fabrics was attributed 
not only to the seasonal influence but 
also to apprehension that declining hold- 
ings of foreign exchange might restrict 
importation of raw cotton. 

The domestic ‘“‘price stability zone”’ 
for chemical fertilizers, arranged by 
agreement of producers and consumers, 
was reduced by 5 per cent, but demand 
for spring fertilizers held prices at the 
upper limit of the zone. The 1-percent 
rise in consumer prices was attributed 
mainly to the foods and miscellaneous 
categories, and a general reflection of 
pressure from the movement.in whole- 
sale prices. 


Stock Market Fluctuates 


The stock market boom that persisted 
throughout 1952, accelerated in January, 
reached its peak on February 4 at 465 
(Dow average), and then dropped to 385 
by the end of the month. The initial 
reversal was attributed to a general 
“cooling off’’ of speculative fever. 

A second wave of selling attended a 
weakening of confidence following the 
failure of two stock-brokerage firms. The 
decline was retarded somewhat by sup- 
port of the market from investment trust 
funds and by rumors of a prospective 
increase in funds available for U. S. 
Armed Forces special procurement con- 
tracts, 


Aided by expansion of credit from the 
Bank of Japan, commercial bank loans 
increased and thereby counteracted 
some of the restrictive effects of the 
Government’s fiscal operations. After 
the January decline from the December 
peak, banknote issue stabilized at a level 
14 per cent higher than in the corre- 
sponding period of 1952.—Emb., Tokyo. 


Sterling Area's Gold 
Reserves Continue Up 


The sterling area’s gold and dollar 
surplus of $107 million in April was 
larger than generally anticipated. 

Three elements affected the sterling 
area gold and dollar reserve position, 
The gold payment from the European 
Payments Union in mid-April in settle. 
ment of the sterling area’s March sur- 
plus with Western Europe accounted for 
$11 million, and receipts of American 
aid for $20 million of the rise in re- 
serves, The remaining and most im- 
portant component of the rise in re- 
serves was the sterling-dollar surplus 
of an unexpected $76 million. This 
surplus had amounted to only $15 mil- 
lion in March. 


Although American payments for 
cocoa were at their seasonal peak in 
April, prices of sterling raw materials 
continued to decline. Such a large ster- 
ling-dollar surplus was therefore not 
anticipated. The April figure repre- 
sents the largest contribution from ster- 
ling-dollar trade and payments to the re- 
serves since they began to rise again 
in the last quarter of 1952. The re- 
serves totaled $2,273 million at the end 
of April. 

It is believed that the doubling of 
the U. K.’s EPU surplus from $21 mil- 
lion in March to over $42 million in 
April was due in large part to specula- 
tion against the franc by French ex- 
porters. The seasonal rise at Easter 
of British tourist travel on the Con- 
tinent had been expected to lower 
Britain’s EPU surplus. Half of the 
British EPU surplus in April or about 
$2% million will be settled in gold. 





Germany To Service New 
Foreign Investments 


The Bank Deutscher Laender has 
announced that it will make avail- 
able foreign exchange needed to 
service any new foreign invest- 
ments in German firms and any 
new foreign loans which it may 
authorize after the Intergovern- 
méntal Agreements on German Ex- 
ternal Debt are ratified and have 
taken effect. 

The announcement was made in 
response to inquiries from a num- 
ber of German and foreign inter- 
ests who consider lack of transfer 
facilities one of the major obstacles 
to movement of foreign capital to 
West Germany. 

The signing of the debt settle- 
ment agreement was reported in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 
30, page 6, 
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Economic Conference 
In Indochina Ends 


The Quadripartite Economic Confer- 
ence at Phnom Penh, Indochina, re- 
solved nearly all questions on the agenda 
except the problems connected with 
foreign trade and the Customs Union, 
which will be examined in a future 
conference, according to a public an- 
nouncement. 


The purpose of the conference was to 
make a fundamental study of the eco- 
nomic problems among the four coun- 
tries concerned—Cambodia, Laos, Viet- 
nam, and France—and more particu- 
larly to take account of developments 
since the signature of the Pau Accords 
in regard to tariffs and foreign trade. 
Unfortunately, however, no agreement 
was reached on major questions, such as 
harmonization of the rice export policy, 
establishment of a common staff of 


_customs inspectors, and inclusion of 


Mutual Security Agency commercial 
imports in a joint overall program. 


Rice Embargo Eased 


The failure of the Associated States 
to reach agreement on a common policy 
with respect to rice at the Interstate 
Economic Conference left Cambodia 
and Vietnam free to follow independ- 
ent and divergent courses. Both the 
Cambodian and Vietnamese rice export 
embargoes are still maintained offi- 
cially, although both governments are 
permitting exports on the basis of care- 
ful licensing. 


During the first quarter of 1953 Cam- 
bodia succeeded in shipping 45,228 met- 
ric tons of rice from Phnom Penh, 
whereas only 2,451 tons were shipped 
from Saigon. In Saigon, however, rice 
stocks have risen to approximately 
100,000 tons, the largest in years. It 
is expected that exports of rice from 
Vietnam will increase and an applica- 
tion to export 18,000 tons of rice to 
Korea is under consideration. 


Industrial Production Down 
A general but temporary decline in 


industrial production occurred in the . 


first 2 months of 1953, compared with 
the fourth quarter of 1952. The most 
notable decreases occurred in textiles 
and yarns, rubber, coal, cement, oxygen, 
and alcohol. Production of carbonic gas, 
carbonated drinks, ice, matches, electric 
power, sugar, and tobacco remained at 
approximately the same levels. 

Statistical data are not yet available 
for March, but production of the above- 
Named products during February 
reached a particularly low level as com- 
pared with output in previous months, 
This development is largely accounted 
for by the fact that the Vietnamese New 
Year holidays began on February 14, 
and extensive vacations are generally 
granted at that time. 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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- Indonesia Moves To Reduce Foreign 


Exchange Expenditures for Imports 


Indonesia’s economic problems continued unabated during the first 


quarter of 1953. 


Public attention was sharply focused on the additional measures 
taken by the Government to diminish the volume of foreign exchange 
expenditures for imports and simultaneously to increase fiscal receipts 


from imports in order to hold deficits 
in the balance of payments and public 
finance within planned limits. 


On January 22 a reshuffle of the 
system of import surcharges (‘“induce- 
ment” payments) for less essential and 
luxury imports greatly extended the 
categories of goods on which sur- 
charges are required. This action re- 
sulted not only in spectacular direct 
price increases in the items affected, 
but also in serious repercussions, notably 
a revived speculative scramble for gold, 
black-market foreign exchange, hoarded 
goods, and import licenses. 

Another major change in the im- 
port system occurred on April 1 when 
the minimum prepayment required for 
import licenses was raised from 40 to 
75 percent. Although this measure 
was accompanied by the introduction 
of a temporarily more liberal screening 
policy designed to reduce red tape in 
the issuance of import licenses, and 
although it also choked off some of the 
speculation against the rupiah, a new 
wave of protests was expected against 
the Government’s financial policies. 


Note Circulation Rises 


Financial and trade statistics avail- 
able in early April gave little ground 
for optimism. Note circulation of the 
Java Bank, the bank of issue, rosea 
half-billion rupiah in the first quarter, 
a rise equal to about half the increase 
in the entire year 1952. The Govern- 
ment’s overdraft at the Java Bank, 
which is indicative of the extent of 
deficit financing, increased by 1.1 billion 
rupiah during the first quarter of 1953. 
(US$1=11.40 rupiah.) 

The sharp decline in official foreign 
exchange reserves during the second half 
of 1952 (totaling about US$100 million) 
leveled off, so that further deterioration 
in the first quarter of 1953 was neg- 
ligible. However, this primarily reflected 
the virtual suspension of issuance of 
import licenses in the November-Janu- 
ary period. Import quotas were sub- 
sequently unblocked to assure imports 
of essential needs in time for the June 
‘Lebaran” (Moslem New Year) bo- 
nuses. . 


Meanwhile, exports’ were declining to 
lower levels in both quantity and value. 
In the first quarter of 1953 the value 
of exports, exclusive of petroleum prod- 
ucts, was running at an annual rate 
equivalent to about US$550 million, com- 
pared with about US$1,050 million and 








US$730 million in 1951 and 1952, re- 
spectively. 

Total rubber exports were valued 
at US$424 million in 1952, compared 
with US$655 million in 1951, a drop of 
US$231 million, which was due almost 
entirely to a sharp decline in the volume 
and value of smallholder rubber ex- 
ports. Exports stood at 474,000 metric 
tons valued at US$224 million in 1952 
compared with 579,000 tons valued at 
US$439 million in 1951, a drop of about 
17 percent by volume and of almost 50 
percent hy value. An increase in the 
volume of estate rubber exports, from 
214,000 metric tons in 1951 to 311,000 in 
1952, made the value of such exports in 
1952 almost reach the 1951 figure— 
US$201 million and US$216 million, re- 
spectively. 

As is evident from these data, the 
primary difficulties center around small- 
holder rubber, the greatest part of which 
is low-grade rubber for which demand 
has sharply diminished. The’ initial 
local reaction to the marked decline in 
rubber prices was a strong renewal 
of demands in the press for exploring 
the possibilities of shipping rubber to 
communist China, despite the United 
Nations embargo. However, the Gov- 
ernment’ successfully resisted these 
pressures. 


Keen interest also was shown in U. S. 
rubber policies, particularly those con- 
cerning synthetic rubber. Indonesian 
hopes for improvement in the rubber 
situation seem largely pinned on the 
outcome of the forthcoming Rubber 
Study Group discussions of Malayan 
and Indonesia proposals for a buffer 
stock scheme. 

In the meantime, the Government 
has taken some steps for increasing the 
quality of smallholder rubber production 
and exports, although early far-reaching 
results in this respect can scarcely be 
expected because of the magnitude of 
the problem. 


Copra Exports Drop 


Second in importance only to the 
decline in rubber exports was the sharp 
drop in the volume and value of copra 
exports in 1952 compared with 1951. 
Prospects for improvement in the copra 
picture in 1953 are by no means 
promising. 

The outlook for other commodity pro- 
duction is more encouraging. Indica- 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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GATT Bulletin Offered 
On Subscription 


The International Trade News 
Bulletin, published monthly by the 
Secretariat of the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), is now obtainable on a 
subscription basis. 

Primarily a record of news re- 
ports on items related to the op- 
eration of the General Agreement, 
the Bulletin covers developments 
in commercial policy on a world- 
wide basis. It lists changes in 
customs tariffs, import and ex- 
port duties, and quantitative con- 
trols on imports and exports. The 
Bulletin also lists new trade agree- 
ments and other intergovernmen- 
tal trade arrangements. An index 
is issued annually. 

Persons or organizations wish- 
ing to obtain the Bulletin should 
request a specimen copy, in Eng- 
lish or French, and subscription 
form from the GATT Secretariat, 
Villa le Chene, Palais des Na- 
tions, Geneva, Switzerland. 

The cost of a 1-year post-free 
subscription is $3 (or 12 Swiss 
francs or 1 pound sterling). 











Economic Conference in Indochina 
(Continued from Page 7) 

Foreign trade statistics for the Asso- 
ciated States showed a deficit on trade 
account of 5,684 million piasters 
(US$276 million) in the first 10 months 
of 1952, in comparison with 2,626 million 
piasters (US$128 million) for the cor- 
responding period of 1951. 


During the first 10 months of 1952, 
imports of the Associated States 
amounted to 823,700 metric tons with 
a value of 7,792 piasters (US$378 mil- 
lion), an increase of 52 percent in 
volume and 60 percent in value in com- 
parison with the like period of the pre- 
ceding year. Exports totaled 532,180 
tons, valued at 2,108 million piasters 
(US$102 million), or a decrease of 98,000 
tons and 240 million piasters from the 
level of the first 10 months of 1951. 


The French Union was the major 
trading partner, furnishing 82, percent 
of the imports in the first 10 months 
of 1952 and taking 40 percent of the 
exports. The dollar area took 13 percent 
of Indochina’s exports in this period 
and furnished 10 percent of the im- 
ports, while the sterling area furnished 
-but 2 percent of the imports and took 
34 percent of the exports. In general, 
these percentages are similar to those 
for 1950 and 1951, although the sterling 
area is taking an ifcreasingly larger 
share of the Indochinese exports at the 


expense of the French Union.—Emb., , 


Saigon, 


Cuba's Sugar Sale to U. K. 
(Continued from Page 4) 


ever, that labor first will have to be 
convinced that losses are actually be- 
ing incurred. 

He also accused Cuban capital of 
disloyalty to the nation for its re- 
luctance to invest in new enterprises 
and called upon the Government to 
draft domestic capital for development 
of the country’s resources. - However, 
one bottling plant announced that it 
will close for good because labor has 
prevented staff~paring to a loss-free 
level of operation. 


Budget-cutting operations of Govern- 
ment departments involving discharges 


have resulted in bitter protests by Gove - 


ernment-employee organizations, Hotel 
workers have threatened to strike 
should Havana hotels carry out their 
intention of rolling back wages to the 
early 1952 level, while hotel owners 
assert that conditions make the rollback 
mandatory. ; 

Employees of one large Havana bus 
line have protested a rumored decision 
by the Government to install turnstiles 
on their vehicles, as the first step to- 
ward eliminating two-man bus opera- 
tion, Employees of a second Havana bus 
line have demonstrated against indica- 
tions that the Government will order 
substantial personnel cuts to eliminate 
the line’s persistent deficit operation. 

Although the million-ton sugar sale 
to England, accompanied by rumors 
of impending large sales to Germany, 
France, and Japan, substantially im- 
proved the economic outlook, bank 
credit continued to be tight, and collec- 
tions, both domestic and foreign, became 
increasingly difficult during April. Bank 
clearings, exclusive of Treasury‘ trans- 
actions, dropped back to 339 million 
pesos for April after having mounted 
to a current-year peak of 371 million 
in March. For March and April of 
last year’s busier sugar season, they 
averaged 377 million pesos. 


Public Works Certificates Planned 


To bolster the Treasury and to meet 
the cost of special public works projects 
made essential by the short sugar-grind- 
ing season, a decree late in April pro- 
vided for issuance of certificates of pub- 
lic works indebtedness with a ceiling 
of 20 million pesos, at 5 percent in- 
terest, to be amortized within 20 years. 
The plan is to offer these certificates 
to contractors and materials suppliers, 
partially in lieu of cash payment. 

Another decree proposal calls for the 
setting up of a third Government in- 
stitution alongside the Banco Nacional 
and the Banco de Fomento Agricola e 
Industrial, to be designated as the Fi- 
nanciera Nacional de Cuba and to issue 
mortgage bonds covering self-liquidating 
public works projects. This proposal 
calls for substantial underwriting by the 
Banco Nacional, by commercial banks 
and insurance companies, and also in 


Cuban Trade Drops Slightly 


Cuba’s total imports for 1952 amounted 
to $618,314,082, while total exports were 
$675,344,980; in 1951, imports were $640.- 
214,656 and exports $766,140,124, accord- 
ing to figures released by the Cuban Min- 
istry of Finance, 

Imports from the United States were 
$462,021,751 in 1952, against $492,222,227 
in 1951; exports to the United States in 
1952 were $407,254,815, compared with 
$417,400,660 in 1951, 





Indonesia 
(Continued from Page 7) 


tions are promising for increased food 
production, including the basic item of 
rice as well as cassava and corn. Tin 
ore output is expected to be maintained 
at 1952 levels, Petroleum production re- 
mained at a satisfactory level, although 
labor conditions recently have taken 
a turn for the worse. Secondary indus- 
tries reflected a spotty situation, most 
of the important ones, such as textiles, 
remaining in a seriously depressed state. 


In the first quarter of 1953 there was a 
renewal of major Government planning 
efforts in the industrial sector. 


An important development early in 
1953 was the assumption by the Gov- 
ernment of operation of the Banka tin 
mines, long. owned by the Government, 
displacing a mixed Government-Billiton 
Company (Dutch) management. Publi- 
cation of the Government’s __long- 
awaited policy statement on foreign 
capital has not yet materialized, al- 
though it reportedly reached an advanced 
stage of Cabinet debate and purported 
drafts have been published in the press. 
(See item under “Doing Business 
Abroad.”’) 

Poor security conditions forced the 
temporary discontinuance of some rail 
services in West Java. The railway 
continued its deficit operations. The 
Government took steps to give Indo- 
nesian citizens and companies a mo- 
nopoly of bus and truck line licenses, a 
move which stirred up wide contro- 
versy. Lack of materials and experts 
continued to handicap highway construc- 
tion. A ship purchase program, involv- 
ing 45 coasters ordered in Europe was 
reported to be  progressing.—Emb., 
Djakarta. 





substantial part by the Retirement and 
Pension Funds of industry and trade 
sectors. 

The National Bank’s foreign assets 
recovered steadily from the equivalent 
of $455 million in February to $494 
million in March and $514 million at 
the close of April, compared with a 
level of $580 million in the preceding 
12 months. Because of the shorter 
grinding season this year, prospects of 
much further recovery in May and June 
are not bright.—Emb., Havana, 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 








Philippines Legislate 
Controls Transfer 


A bill providing for transfer 
of the administration of import 
controls from the present Import 
Control Commission (IGC) to the 
Central Bank and to extend im- 
port controls until June 30, 1954, 
was unanimously passed by the 
Philippine Senate in mid-May. 

The ICC Chairman publicly 
stated that he had no objection 
to the proposed transfer of con- 
trols to the Central Bank. The 
Bank is reported to be prepared 
to take over the function and to 
have the controls administered 
through agent banks, 

The Philippine House of Repre- 
sentatives previously had passed 
legislation to extend indefinitely 
the present Import Control Law, 
Republic Act 650, due to expire 
June 30, 1953.—Emb., Manila. 

















Brazil Expands Free 
Exchange Benefits 


Cotton yarns, unshelled Brazil nuts, 
Amazon woods, cerium chloride, and 
raw hides and skins are added to the 
list of Brazil’s export products, part of 
the proceeds of which may be sold in 


the free exchange market, by instruc- 
tion No. 53 of the Superintendency of 
Money and Credit dated April 27. 


The percentage of exchange proceeds 
from banana exports which may be 
sold in the free market is increased 
temporarily from 30 to 50. 


The revised list of commodities ex- 
portable under the free exchange mar- 
ket regulations, classified according to 
the percentage of exchange proceeds sal- 
able in the free market, is as follows: 

@ 15 percent: Menthol, sassafras oil; 

@ 30 percent: Polished rice; balata; 
caroa; tucum nuts; shelled Brazil nuts; 
unshelled Brazil nuts, up to July “31, 
1953; raw hides’and skins; tanned hides 
and skins; essence of rosewood; manioc 
starch; tobacco; oranges; cotton linters; 
cotton yarn; cotton piece goods; babassu 
oil; castor oil; sawed pine; pine ply- 
wood; unassembled pine boxes; Amazon 
woods; sisal; and coquirana, massaran- 
duba, and sorva gum. 


® 50 percent: Bananas, up to July 31, 


» 1953; cerium chloride; wool; and cocoa 


butter, paste, and cake, 





‘Indonesia exported 16,986 long tons of 
copra during April or roughly one-half 
the volume shipped in April 1952 and 10 


“ percent less than in March 1953, 
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New Peruvian Tax on Nonessentials 


Peru has imposed a special 50-percent 
ad valorem surtax on specified imports 
considered nonessential. 

Items affected number 832, among the 
most important of whieh are: Certain 
foodstuffs, including preserved meat, 
fish, fruits and vegetables; toilet ar- 
ticles; leather and fur articles; textiles 
and textile products, including wearing 
apparel; chinaware and glassware; elec- 
trical household appliances, including 
refrigerators, washing machines, heat- 
ers, and stoves; radios and phonographs 


and phonograph records; movie and still . 


cameras; watches; musical instruments; 


certain plastic manufactures; sporting 


* goods; amusement devices; and fountain 


pens. 

Although many of these commodities 
are included in Peru’s list of conces- 
sions under the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade, the tax will not be 
applied to imports of such items from 
member countries of GATT, including 
the U, S. 

The new surtax will be in addition 
to all existing duties and taxes on im- 
ports and will be applied to the declared 
f.o.b. value increased by 20 percent, the 
standard Peruvian basis of evaluation 
for collection of ad valorem duties. 
Merchandise shipped on or before May 
15 is understood to be exempt from 
the tax. 

The surtax, put into effect by supreme 
decree dated May 15 and effective May 
17, is levied for the purpose of restrict- 
ing heavy importations of nonessential 
merchandise which threaten’ Peru’s 
balance of payments. It is a transitory 
measure, and the Government is under- 





Record Players Added to 
Chile’s Gold Import List 


Additions to the list of commodities 
that may be imported into Chile with 
U. S. dollars derived from exports of 
Chilean gold are record changers or 
record players, automatic or not, as- 
sembled, semiassembled, or unassem- 
bled, and all parts, accessories, and re- 


pair parts, by decree No. 467 of April 1. 


Amplifying systems based on tubes or 
electronic circuits are not included in 
this classification, 

Items covered by the classification 
“electrical appliances’’ importable under 
the ‘‘gold list’’ as defined by decree No, 
392 of March 11, 1953, are as follows: 
Washing machines; waxers; ventilators; 
crushers (juicers); mixers; clothes dry- 
ers; ironers; heating pads; electric ra- 
zors; vacuum cleaners; air extractors; 
and hair dryers, 

A previous announcement concerning 


gold imports appeared in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, March 16, 1953, page 11. 


stood to intend adding or subtracting 
from the list as necessary. 

The Peruvian tariff numbers of items now 
affected are as follows: 


Nos. 35-43, 57-59, 66-92, 117-119, 122-128, 
142-179, 183, 184, 193-207, 219-234, 249-255, 266- 


1448-1458, 1493, 1494, 1500, 1508, 1514-1563, 1 
1605, 1606-1620, 1635-1638, 1649-1658, 1693-1695, 
1696-1699, 1715-2032, 

2036-2074, 2174-2177, 2178-2183, 2188, 2190, 
2244-2249, 2251, 2254-2259, 2260, 2261, 2263 
2265, 2271, 2272, 2562-2566, 2678, 2753, 2754, 
2757, 2790-2794, 2796, 2881, 2882, 2886, 2902- 
2904, 2906, 2907, 2910, 2911, 2913, 2983, 2984, 

3309, 3080, 3081, 3151-3153, 3160, 3160, 3166- . 
3169, 3171-3173, 3174-3198, 3249, 3319, 3321, 
3322, 3325, 3371, 3373-3406 


Exporters dealing with Peru should 
maintain close contact with their Pe- 
ruvian agents to determine the day-by- 
day status of products in which they 
deal.—Emb., Lima. 





Denmark Restricts 
Radioactive Material 


Denmark now permits the manufac- 
ture, importation, and possession of ra- 
dioactive substances of all kinds only 
under authorization of its Health Board, 
by a law and a decree of March 31. 

These regulations apply in general to 
radioactive substances in all forms, in 
the free state, in mixtures, or incorpo- 
rated into machines or apparatus, but 
with specified exceptions. 

Importation or possession of watches 
and pocket compasses containing radio- 
active materials does not require a per- 
mit. Importers and. manufacturers of 
instruments containing such materials 
can obtain authority under given con- 
ditions for their sale and further distri- 
bution without permit. 

Permits are not. required for the im- 
portation or possession of: 

@ Uranium and substances contain- 
ing uranium and substances containing 
at most 10 percent by weight of thorium, 
provided they have not been specially 
processed to a higher content of radio- 
active disintegration products than that 
corresponding to radioactive equilibrium. 

@ All radioactive elements and their 
chemical compounds occurring natu- 
rally, except those belonging to the 
uranium-radium group, the uranium- 
actinium group, and the thorium 
group, provided the content of radio- 
active isotopes is not greater than in 
the elements’ natural occurrence, 

@ Mineral waters with a natural con- 
tent of radioactive substances, 

Special provisions apply to hospitals, 
laboratories, and the like, 





Unusually favorable prospects for 
grain crops in Iraq have caused a sharp 
reduction in the price of ceeds —Emb., 
Baghdad, 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


Ecuador Eases Entry 
Of Farm Materials 


Farm materials and equipment under 
certain conditions may now be permitted 
importation into Ecuador free of any 
Federal or municipal duty, tax, fee, or 
charge. 

The affected items are: 

Insecticides; fungicides; herbicides; 
fertilizers; soil conditioners; raw mate- 
rials for making these products; ma- 
chinery, equipment, and parts and ac- 
cessories for fighting diseases afflicting 
erops of economic importance; vegetable, 
grass, and forage-crop seeds; and vac- 
cines and preventative and curative 
medicines for veterinary use. Seeds 
must conform to Ecuadoran vegetable 
sanitary regulations. 


Merchants must obtain approval from 
the Ministry of Economy to import these 
items and may sell them in the country 
only at prices fixed by the Ministry. 
Farmers wishing to import materials 
and equipment covered by this measure 
must also obtain prior approval from 
the Ministry of Economy. The same 
requirements apply to importations by 
the Credit and Development Banks, 
chambers of agriculture of the first and 
secorid zones, and other agricultural and 
stockraising organizations. 

This measure, formalized by decree 
No. 05 of April 27, authorizes the Minis- 
ter of the Treasury to allow importation 
of these goods under such conditions. 





Brazil Prohibits Entry of 
Assembled Motor Vehicles 


Importation into Brazil of assembled 
motor vehicles for resale or as passen- 
gers’ baggage is to be prohibited effec- 
tive July 1 by two rulings of the Export- 
Import Department of the Bank of Brazil 
dated April 28. 

License applications for import of mo- 
tor vehicles will be accepted only for 
completely knocked-down vehicles with- 
out upholstering, under the provisions 
of notice No. 311, made in accordance 
with recommendations of the Industrial 
Development Commission approved by 
the President. f 

Prior rulings under which passenger 
automobiles could be imported into Bra- 
zil as baggage by Brazilian nationals or 
resident aliens returning from abroad 
are revoked by notice No, 312, 





Ireland Announces Electric 
Filament. Lamp Import Quota 


The Irish Government has issued an 
order specifying that 50,000 electric fila- 
ment lamps may be imported from all 
sources during the next quota period, 
June 1—November 30, 1953. The same 
quantity was allowed in the period 
which expired May 31.—Emb., Dublin, 
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Salonika Free Trade Zone 
To Be Rebuilt 


The Yugoslav Federal Executive 
Council has decided to rebuild 
the free port of Salonika, and has 
approved a credit of 300,000,000 
dinars’ (US$1,000,000) for this 
project. 

Warehouses, railway lines, and 
other port installations in the Yugo- 
slav free trade zone in Salonika 
were completely destroped during 
the last war. 

Yugoslavia will send a team of 
experts, as well as ail the neces- 
sary material for rebuilding such 
installations as railways, aque- 
ducts, drainage works, and stores, 
while Greece will provide labor. 
It is expected that the work will 
be completed in 10 months.—Emb., 
Belgrade. 











Indochina Imposes New 
Import Regulations . 


New import regulations by the Office 
des Changes of Indochina, effective Feb- 
ruary 23, require the opening of letters 
of credit with bank guaranty that ship- 
ments from France have been made 
before authorization for necessary franc 
transfers can be granted. 

As banks may request deposits for 
imports up to 100 percent, depending 
on the size and credit rating of the 
applying company, this regulation has 
disturbed small Vietnamese business- 
men, who claim discrimination against 
them. 





Brazil To Import More 
Items at Official Rate 


Leaf tobacco for cigar wrappers and 
printing paper and other materials for 
the press, except machinery, have been 
added to the list of commodities that 
may be licensed for importation into 
Brazil at the official exchange rate of 
18.72 cruzeiros to US$1, according to 
a notice of the Superintendency of 
Money and Credit, dated April 27. 

(Imports formerly licensable at the 
official rate were announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Mar. 30, p. 8, and 
Apr. 6, p. 5.) 


Uruguay Levies New Tax 
On Import Remittances 


Uruguay is to apply a tax of 6 per- 
cent on funds transferred abroad to 
cover merchandise imports or related 


services, as provided for in its budget 
approved on March 27. 

The new tax rate is in addition to a 
similar tax of % per mil established in 
September 1922, 


Excepted frém the tax are imports of 


coffee beans, tea, refined and crude 
sugar, yerba mate, potatoes, farina, 
wheat, corn and fodder, unprocessed 


tobacco, drugs and chemical products 
for the manufacture of medicaments for 
human use, pharmaceutical specialties, 
fuels and lubricants, fertilizers and raw 
materials for the manufacture of same, 
burlap, sisal fibre, and products for 
combating plagues and diseases affect- 
ing livestock and agriculture.—Diario 
Oficial, Montevideo. 





ECUADOR 


Removes Salt From Import List 


Common salt and refined table salt 
have again been eliminated from Ecua- 
dor’s tariff list A of items permitted im- 
portation, by decree No. 566 of April 22. 
Presumably these items are to be pro- 
hibited importation into Ecuador inas- 
much as they have not been assigned to 
other categories of goods that may be 
imported. 

These items, classified under tariff 
numbers 113 and 114, were previously 
placed in list A by decree No. 439 of 
March 23, 1953 (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Apr. 13, 1953, p. 12, and May 
11 1953, p. 10), 





IRELAND 


Reimposes Duty en Farm Tools 


Ireland on April 17 reimposed its cus- 
toms duty of 25 percent ad valorem on 
edged agricultural tools, under suspen- 
sion since October 1942. Restoration 
of this duty is the result of representa- 
tions made to the Government by Irish 
manufacturers of agricultural imple- 
ments for a protective tariff to meet _ 
competition from similar imported goods, 
—Emb., Dublin. 





Ireland Sets Cotton Piece Goods Quota 


Quotas for importation of cotton 
piece goods into Ireland from all sources 
during the period June 1-November 30 
have been fixed by orders issued by the 
Irish Government, as follows: 

Quota No. 43, 1,345,000 square yards 
of tickings and unpatterned materials 
used in the manufacture of shirts, pa- 
jamas, dungarees, and other protective 
clothing, similar to the quota which 


expired May 31. 

yor No. 44, 50,000 square yards 
of toweling, similar to the quota which 
expired May 31. 

Quota No. 45, 1,140,000 square yards 
of cotton piece goods not included under 
the foregoing orders, an increase of 
340,000 square yards over the current 
quota which expired May 31.—Emb., 
Dublin. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 











alt 
la- 
m- 
22. 


as- 
to 


riff 
isly 

of 
ree 
fay 


cus- 
1 on 
pen- 
ition 
nta- 
frish 
iple- 


neet | 


ds, 


yards 
vhich 


yards 
inder 
se of 
rrent 
Emb., 


eekly 





DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 








Value of Indochinese 
Piaster Reduced 


Devaluation of the Indochinese 
piaster from 17 to 10 francs was 
announced by the French Ministry 
of Finance on May 10. Effective 
May 11 all commercial and finan- 
cial operations in Indochina were 
to be transacted on the basis of 
this new rate. 

The parity of the piaster with 
other currencies was readjusted in 
the same proportions as it was 

-—with the franc. Its value in terms 
of U. S. dollars dropped 2 cents, 
from $0.04857 to $0.02857. 

The prewar parity of the piaster 
was 10 francs, but when the franc 
was devalued following the end of 
hostilities on December 25, 1945, 
the piaster rate was set at 17 
francs. The new devaluation brings 
the piaster back to its prewar 
franc rate. 

















Indonesia Completes 
Draft on Investment 


The Indonesian Government has com- 
pleted preparation of a draft statement 
regarding foreign investment, accord- 
ing to unofficial sources. The draft is 
being submitted to the political parties. 

The draft statement reportedly is 
divided into two parts, the first dealing 
with principles of foreign investment 
and the second with the kind of in- 
dustries which may be considered for 
foreign investment. Resumes of the 
draft which have appeared in Indo- 
nesian press reports indicate the fol- 
lowing basic provisions: 

@ An investment board or council will 
be established which will approve pro- 
posed new investments and will also 
provide assistance in connection with 
investment ventures. 

@® Some assistance will be granted in 
connection with taxation. An accele- 
rated depreciation will be allowed. 
There is a possibility of reduction of im- 
port duties on necessary capital goods 
and of compensating profits against loss 
during a maximum of four consecutive 
years. 

@® Transfer of profits, after deduc- 
tion of taxes, will be permitted to a 
maximum of 15 or 20 percent of the 
Starting capital, in terms of the cur- 
rency of the land of origin. In principle, 
the profits must be transferred to the 
land of origin, while “transfer of de- 
preciation” will not be allowed. Foreign 
exchange certificates may be granted 
for maintenance and replacement up to 
the value of the depreciation. 

@ Staff employees must be Indo- 
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Yugoslavia Changes 
Grain Marketing 


The Yugoslav Government has insti- 
tuted* two important changes in the 
present regulations on the marketing 
and distribution of grains. Under one 
of the new measures, agricultural co- 
operatives are now permitted to pur- 
chase grain from: any producer in the 
country, provided it is for the coopera- 
tive’s use and is not to be resold. Other 
buyers still are required to purchase 
grain from the State commercial net- 
work, 


The second measure, which revises 
transportation rates, abolishes supple- 
mentary tariff charges for rail and 
water transportation of cereals, includ- 
ing corn, 


These changes are in line with the 
Government’s policy of expanding en- 
terprise initiative and decreasing ad- 
ministrative controls —Emb., Belgrade. 





Gifts of Foreign Exchange 
Tax Exempt in W. Germany 


Exemption from income, corporation, 
and gift taxes may be granted by the 
German Republic, upon application, to 
persons receiving gifts of foreign ex- 
change from abroad, provided the fol- 
lowing conditions are met: 


e The recipient must show clearly the 
date and value of the gift and the person 
from whom received, 


@ He must prove that the foreign ex- 
change has been offered immediately 
upon receipt to an authorized German 
foreign exchange bank, 


@ There must be no reason to suspect 
that the donation actually represents a 
foreign exchange asset which the recipi- 
ent acquired through violation or cir- 
cumvention of the German foreign ex- 
change controls. 


Applications should be made to the Fi- 
nance Minister of the Land (State) in 
which the recipient resides. 


The procedure for granting tax exemp- 
tion is based on a decision of the German 
Finance Minister issued in 1937, which, 
it was recently ascertained, is still in 
effect, according to the Aussenhandels- 
dienst, April 23, 1953. 





nesian unless they are not available. 

The 21 industrial enterprises for 
which the entry of foreign capital will 
be considered are: Food and drink can- 
ning, chemistry, rubber, wood, paper, 
textile, fibers, glass and ceramics, iron 
and steel, building materials, electro- 
technical, plastics, matches, cleaning in- 
struments, pharmaceuticals, bicycles, 
cars and tractors, sports wares, ship- 
building, mining, large-scale farming, 
and planting. 


Austria Sets Up Par 
Value for Schilling 


The Austrian National Bank estab- 
lished, as of May 4, 1953, the following 
par value for the Austrian schilling: 26 
schillings per U. S, dollar; 3.84615 U. S. 
cents per schilling; 0.0342 grams of fine 
gold per schilling; 29.2572 schillings per 
gram of fine gold. 

i This measure is the latest in a series 
of steps which the Austrian Government 
has taken toward the discontinuation 
of multiple currency practices and the 
unification of Austria’s exchange rates. 

The Austrian National Bank accord- 
ingly advised that, effective May 4, only 
one rate would be quoted for foreign ex- 
change. The average buying rate is 
given at 25.92 schillings per U. S. dollar, 
the average selling rate at 26.08 per dol- 
lar, making the middle rate 26 schil- 
lings per dollar. 

Simultaneously, the Austrian National 
Bank announced that it would cease to 
permit compensation transactions, under 
which the proceeds from the importation 
of nonessentials had been used to subsi- 
dize exports. 





Portuguese Glass Industry 
Seeks Official Regulation 


A delegation from the Portuguese 
glass industry has presented a petition 
to Portugal’s Minister of Corporations 
asking for formation of a “gremio,” or 
guild to control the industry. 


The delegation stated that the capac- 
ity of th® industry greatly exceeded the 
market and that. it was necessary to 
introduce discipline, reduce the number 
of factories, and work toward a greater 
degree of specialization. 





Panama To Prepare New 
Tariff Schedule’ 


The Panamanian Tariff Commis- 
sion, created by a recent decree- 
law approved on April 11, 1953, is 
to prepare a new import tariff 
schedule for Panama, on the basis 
of nomenclature recommended by 
the League of Nations 

The new schedule of import 
duties is expected to provide 
for a general revision of duty 
rates; consolidation of import 
duties and consular fees into 
a single tax; and_ establish- 
ment of import duties for prime- 
necessity commodities produced 
in Panama, to vary according to 
seasonal availability of the do- 
mestic product. 
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Statement Filed by Assistant Secretary Anderson 
In Support of Customs Simplification Bill 


There is probably no subject in the field of our foreign trade on 
which there is more general agreement than on the desirability of simpli- 
fying our customs requirements and administration. 

President Eisenhower recognized this in his State of the Union Mes- 
sage when he listed first among the desirable measures in this field: 


“Revising our customs regulations to re- 
move procedural obstacles to profitable 
trade.”’ 

This subject is by no means new to 
your Committee, which I understand 
went into it, at some length 2 years 
ago. The major features of the bill ap- 
proved by this Committee during the 
last session of Congress have been re- 
tained in the present version, although 
certain provisions have been dropped or 
modified and a few others added. Since 
the Committee has issued a factual sum- 
mary of what each section of this bill 
provides, I need not repeat that explana- 





This statement was filed by Samuel 
W. Anderson, Assistant Secretary for 
International Affairs, U. 8. Department 
of Commerce, with the Ways and Means 
Committee, House of Representatives, 
on May 27. 





tion. I do want to stress, however, that 
in view of the long time that this subject 
has been under study within the Gov- 
ernment and on the part of the trade, 
it is important that final action be taken 
during this session of Congress. We 
therefore hope this revised bill—H.R. 
5106—will in substance meet with your 
early approval. 

The Department of Commerce attaches 
great importance to this Customs Simpli- 
fication Bill because it finds in it an 
effective tool which can advance the in- 
terest of all parties concerned. The ma- 
jority of its provisions are designed to 
simplify the operations of the Customs 
Service, so that it may perform its es- 
sential task with greater dispatch and 
economy. At the same time, however, 
the bill embodies a number of important 
changes that have been urgently recom- 
mended by businessmen. These aim 
at eliminating formalities that are not 
absolutely necessary, and at reducing 
the complexities, uncertainties and in- 
equities that are now too often involved 
in the practical business of bringing 
foreign goods into the American market. 
Many of the provisions serve both pur- 
poses, 


Businessmen in Favor of 
Customs Simplification 


As the governmental agency particu- 
larly charged with the promotion ef for- 
eign trade, we have over the years re- 
ceived many complaints from business- 
men about our customs requir>ments 
and procedures, and it is from the com- 
mercial viewpoint that I would like to 
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discuss this bill with you. The Import 
Advisory Committee to the Department 
of Commerce, which has met with us 
from time to time to discuss current 
trade problems, has_ repeatedly and 
vigorously expressed its concern on this 
subject. A special group set up by that 
Committee several years ago issued a 
report, after several months’ study, 
strongly recommending a comprehensive 
series of customs reforms, administra- 
tive and legislative. Most of those re- 
quiring legislative action are embodied 
in the bill now before you. 

No bill can completely satisfy all par- 
ties concerned, and the witnesses who 
will come before you may suggest 
changes in this or that respect for your 
consideration. On the whole, however, 
we believe that foreign traders share 
our opinion that enactment of the legis- 
lation along the lines of this bill would 
go far toward removing most of the 
legitimate complaints arising out of our 
present law regarding the administra- 
tion of the United States customs, 

The joint ECA-Commerce Department 
Mission, which visited Europe in the 
summer of 1948, found that one of the 
principal deterrents to getting American 
firms to take on new lines of European 
products for sale in this market is their 
fear of running into difficulties because 
of our highly elaborate and exacting 
customs requirements and procedures. 
In fact, some businessmen have de- 
clared that the uncertainties and the 
complexities of our present customs sys- 
tem are often greater discouragement to 
efforts to introduce foreign goods here 
than the height of our import duties, 

In this connection, I believe that the 
Bureau of Customs of our Treasury De- 
partment should be commended for the 
efforts it has made during the last few 
years to give the commercial community 
a clearer understanding of its require- 
ments, and for the steps, it has already 
taken, within the limits of its present 
statutory authority, to revise regulations 
and to simplify various aspects of cus- 


_ toms procedures, 


Certain of the provisions embodied in 
the bill now before you are designed 
to authorize the Treasury Department 
to make other improvements by admin- 
istrative order, as experience demon- 
strates their desirability. However, the 
painstaking reexamination of the whole 
customs operation that has been made 
over the past several years has found 
that there is need for many changes in 


the basic law under which the customs 
administration operates. Out of that 
careful reexamination have come the 
recommendations for desirable legisla- 
tive changes which make up the present 
bill, 


Proposal Does Not 
Affect Duty Rates 


Before going into details of this bill, 
I should emphasize one general char- 
acteristic. It does not propose any 
changes in the duty rates, and it does 
not weaken the purposes of the tariff 
portion of the Act of 1930, either in the 
way of the revenue to be afforded to 


‘the Government or the protection ac- 


corded to American producers. I am 
sure you will agree that, as an expres- 
sion of clear purpose in our governmental 
operations, the direct tariff treatment 
should represent the full measure of the 
burden to be imposed upon the admis- 
sion of foreign products into the United 
States, and that imports should not be 
additionally handjcapped by costly or 
discouraging customs procedures or re- 
quirements that are not absolutely neces- 
sary. . 

The Department of Commerce has par- 
ticipated in the consideration of the vari- 
ous provisions of this bill and hag 
brought them to the attention of repre- 
sentative members of the trade for their 
reaction. However, I do not propose 
to go into the technical aspects of the 
various changes. The customs experts 
and the traders who will be coming be- 
fore you are better able than I to do 
that. I will confine myself to a brief 
analysis of certain outstanding provi- 
sions of this bill that are of special in- 
terest to the businessman—provisions 
that are designed to simplify the process 
of importation as well as to increase the 
efficiency of the Customs Service. 

I would refer first to Section 15, ‘which 
deals with the methods of determining 
the value of imported merchandise for 
duty purposes. The present law calls 
upon the appraisers to ascertain both 
the “foreign value’? and the ‘export 
value,’’ and to assess the duty upon the 
higher of the two. At the risk of re- 
peating what you already know, I might 
define these two terms. By ‘‘foreign 
value’ is meant the price at which the 
imported product is freely offered for 
home consumption in the exporting coun- 
try. By “export value’’ is meant the 
price at which the merchandise is freely 
offered to purchasers for exportation to 
the United States. 


Duty Would Be Assessed on 
Export Value of Goods 


It is now proposed to end this confus- 
ing and unnecessarily laborious process 
of ascertaining both these sets of values, 
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and to standardize the basis of duty as- 
gessment as the export value of the 
goods. Experts in the field have been 
urging this change for years, and it is 
probably the most important single im- 
provement in the customs administra- 
tive provisions that could be made. 


Let me point out a few of the ad- 
vantages that would flow from this 
change. 

First of all, the consistent use of ‘‘ex- 
port value’ as the standard basis for 
assessment of ad valorem duties would 
expedite the administration of the cus- 
toms and reduce its costs. It would 
greatly reduce the need for American 
officials to make investigations abroad 
to ascertain the prevailing prices of the 
imported products in the domestic mar- 
kets of the countries of their origin. 


From the trader’s viewpoint, authority 
to customs appraisers to calculate the 
duties upon the export value of the goods 
would result in their being based upon 
more® realistic commercial values, and 
should allow a more prompt and defini- 
tive determination of the amount of 
duties payable. There would thus be re- 
duced the uncertainties and discourage- 
ments to traders arising from the pres- 
ent unpredictable system of valuations 
and the frequent long delays in customs 
liquidations. Importers now have to al- 
low for the possibility of their being 
later called upon to pay increased duties, 
after they have sold the goods. They 
must therefore either take a calculated 
risk that they will later be called upon 
to pay increased duties, with possible 
attendant loss, or set an unreasonably 
high price mark-up as a hedge against 
such a risk, 

There is a series of other changes 
which will also relieve the trade from 
avoidable uncertainties and burdens 
complained of under the present law. 
This group of changes ‘appears in Sec- 
tions 19 and 17 of the bill, and they have 
to do mainly with Sections 503 and 489 of 
the present law. 


Double-Duty Provisions 
Would Be Modified 


Section 503 now provides that the 
amount ®f the duties to be paid on im- 
ported merchandise subject to ad 
valorem rates of duty shall be deter- 
mined by the entered value—that is, the 
value declared by the importer on his 
customs entry form—or the final ap- 
praised value, whichever is higher. This 
needs to be read along with Section 489, 
which provides, in substance, that if the 
value of the goods as determined by the 
appraiser exceeds the entered value, 
the importer shall pay double the duty 
on the difference between them. If, at 
any time before the final appraisement, 
the importer has reason to believe that 
the proper dutiable value for the goods 
is different from the value that he had 
declared, and in accordance with which 
he had deposited the amount of the duty 


he provisionally understood was due, the 
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Customs Simplification 
Hearings Held 


Owing to the pressure of other 
legislation, the House Ways and 
‘Means Committee moved up the 
hearings on the Customs Simpli- 
fication Bill (H.R, 5106) to May 
27-29. 


The hearings originally were 
scheduled for the week of June 


1 (see Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
May 18, 1953, p. 27). 











present law provides that he may cor- 
rect it by filing an amended entry. 

While the threat of having to pay 
double duties upon the extent to which 
the merchandise should be found to have 
been undervalued makes it to the inter- 
est of the importer to report to the cus- 
toms any information he may obtain 
bearing on the market value, the pres- 
ent law allows for adjustments only one 
way. If the appraiser should finally de- 
cide that a value lower than that de- 
clared on the entry is proper, the im- 
porter is still bound to pay duty upon 
the higher value which he declared. 

This situation has come to be recog- 
nized as distinctly inequitable. The un- 
fairness to the trader is aggravated by 
the fact that, in cases of innocent under- 
valuation, any additional duties that may 
be imposed because the value declared 
on the entry proves to be lower than that 
judged proper by the appraiser can be re- 
mitted only after litition in the Customs 
Court, and the burden is upon the im- 
porter to establish that there was no 
intention to defraud the revenue of the 
United States or to misrepresent the 
facts in the situation. 


Bill Proposes Duty Based 
On Final Appraised Value 


Under the provisions embodied in this 
bill, the situation would be changed radi- 
cally. Section 503 is amended so that 
the duty is always to be assessed upon 
the final appraised value. If the value 
declared by the importer in his entry 
is found to have been too high, he would 
not be Held to it. On the other hand, 
Section 489 is so modified that if the 
appariser’s valuation is higher than the 
entered value, there would no longer be 
any presumption of intentional under- 
valuation and no assessment of double 
duties on the difference between the two 
values, as under the present law. In 
those cases where fraudulent, statements 
or practices on the part of the importer 
can be proven, the Government can have 
recourse to other provisions of law, in- 
cluding Section 592 of the present Tariff 
Act, to secure the imposition of suitable 
penalties. These changes should go far 
toward fostering a better relation of con- 
fidence and respect between Government 
and business in the field of import trade, 


The documentary requirements in con- 
nection with import transactions are pro- 
posed to be further eased in two addi- ~ 
tional respects. The law now requires 
that an import entry be filed with the 
Collector of Customs within 48 hours 
after the arrival of the merchandise, 
unless further extension is specifically 
obtained. It is proposed to increase that 
period to 5-days. Allowing this more 
reasonable period of time will not only 
be welcomed by the importers, but 
should also reduce the instances of in- 
accurate or incomplete information be- 
ing furnished to the customs under the 
pressure of having to file an entry im- 
mediately after the arrival of the goods. 

At present, certified consular invoices 
are required for all shipments of mer- 
chandise on which the duty is in any 
way dependent upon the value. If the 
invoice is lacking, the customs now al- 
lows 6 months for its presentation. It 
has been urged from many directions 
that the United States should either 
abolish the requirement for a certified 
consular invoice altogether, or consider- 
ably simplify the procedures in connec- 
tion with it. It is not yet clear how far 
it would be wise to go in that direction. 

However, since the principal use of the 
consular invoice is in connection with 
the administration of the customs, the 
present bill proposes to insure that the 
Secretary of Treasury shall have the dis- 
cretion to set the conditions under which 
merchandise may be permitted entry 
without a certified invoice. That would 
allow the elimination of the consular in- 
voice requirement for additional com- 
modities, or the simplification of the 
manner of its legalization or handling, 
as experience may find advisable. 


More Flexibility in Marking 
Requirements Prdposed 


A related easement is that proposed 
with regard to marking of origin (Sec- 
tion 4 of the bill). No change is con- 
templated in the general requirement 
that imported articles shall be so marked 
as to indicate to the ultimate purchaser 
in the United States the English name 
of the country of origin of the article. 
In some cases, however, there have been 
quite justifiable complaints of hardship 
for which the Customs Service has not 
been able to grant relief because of the 
rigidity of the present law. Particularly 
on certain classes of cutlery and instru- 
ments, the additional requirement that 
the name of the maker or purchaser, 
and beneath that of the country of origin, 
shall be die-sunk or indelibly indicated 
on the outside of the article has been a 
cause of frequent complaint. 


Since it cannot always be know at time 
of manufacture what portion would be 
bought for the American market, and 
since the law\does not permit the mark- 
ing after arrival in the United Stateés, 
even if it could be done at that stage, 
the only recourse has been to send the 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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British Industrialists 
Schedule U. S. Visit 


Sir Alfred Shennan and Gerald S. F. 
Ritson, chairman and director, respec- 
tively, of the Lancashire & Merseyside 
Industrial Development Association, in 
England, will visit six cities on their 
scheduled trip to the United States (an- 
nounced in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
April 13, 1953, p. 19). 

Their itinerary is as follows: June 
17-23, New York City; June 23-25, 
Philadelphia; June 25-27, Washington, 
D. C.; June 29, St. Louis; June 30-July 
3, Chicago; July 4-7, Detroit; July 8-10, 
New York City. 

The Industrial Development Associa- 
tion, which is sponsored by chambers 
of commerce, manufacturers’ associa- 
tions, and trade unions in the county 
of Lancashire and nearby regions of 
Cheshire, functions to coordinate the 
activities of its constituent bodies in 
furthering the development of trade, in- 
dustry, and commerce; to collect and 
disseminate information regarding fa- 
cilities and advantages of the area; 
and to follow governmental activities 
which might affect the industrial de- 
velopment or welfare of the area. 

By providing information and advice, 
the association aids industrialists who 
are interested in establishing enter- 
prises in the area. Its services re- 
portedly include expediting issuance of 
licenses, aid in obtaining materials and 
labor, provision of list of available 
premises to investors wishing to rent 


Gold Coast Invites 
U. S$. Participation 


An. opportunity to participate in con- 
struction of roads, bridges, and rail- 
ways in the Gold Coast is offered to 
U. S. civil engineering contractors by 
the Gold Coast Government. Qualified 
and experienced firms are invited to 
register with the Consulting Engineers, 
Rendel, Palmer & Tritton, 125 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1, England. 


Reportedly, the Gold Coast Govern- 
ment contemplates a regular program 
of road and bridge construction during 
the next few years. Extensive surveys 
have been made, contract drawings 
with schedules of approximate quanti- 
ties are being prepared, and a series 
of tenders will be invited, based on 
schedules of rates and quantities, for 
contracts ranging in value from £50,000 
to about £350,000. 

As regards the railway construction 
project, it is understood that competitive 
bids will be invited on a schedule of 
appronienate eyantities, the value of 
+ con contract bene estimated at £1,500,- 
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existing buildings, assistance in obtain- 
ing required power and railroad facili- 
ties, advise on local financing, and sug- 
gestions with regard to possible markets. 


The purpose of Sir Alfred’s and Mr. 
Ritson’s visit at this time is to meet 
with U. S. manufacturers who are 
interested in the possibility of pro- 
ducing their products in Great Britain. 


Arrangements to meet these visitors 
can be made in New York City through 
L. J. N. Blyde, British Commonwealth 
Chamber of Commerce in the U. S., 
Inc.; in Philadelphia, William Dawson, 
Chamber of Commerce of Greater Phil- 
adelphia; in Washington, Samuel S. 
Ericsson, Chamber of Commerce of the 
United States; in St. Louis, H. Lymer 
Smith, Chamber of Commerce of Met- 
ropolitan St. Louis; in Chicago, E. M. 
Partridge, British Consulate General; 
and in Detroit, Louis F, Marr, Detroit 
Board of Commerce. 





Iraq in Market for Six 
Complete Alternator Sets 


The Directorate of Municipalities, 
Baghdad, Iraq, is inviting bids for the 
supply of six alternator sets, 50 kw., 
230-400 volts, 50 cycles, complete with 
switchgear and equipment, for delivery 
as follows: Two for the town of Shina- 
fia, Diwaniyah Liwa, bids due June 11; 
two for the town of Dijail, Baghdad 
Liwa, bids due June 22; and two for 
the town of Ghammas, Diwaniyah, 
bids due June 22. 


Bidding documents, including general 
conditions and specifications, are obtain- 
able from the Directorate of Municipali- 
ties, subject to a charge of 250 fils per 
set. 


Bids must be accompanied by a deposit 
amounting to 500 Iraqi dinar (1 Iraqi 
dinar=US$2.80 par value) in cash or 
by bank guaranty. 


Egypt Plans Further 


Work on Aswan Dam 


The Egyptian Ministry of Public 
Works reportedly will invite tenders 
early in July, covering the supply, de- 
livery, erection, and maintenance of 
gates and related equipment for the 
Aswan Dam hydroelectric power station, 
the main items of which are: 

@ Main gates and trash racks for 
seven main and two auxiliary units. 

® Downstream gates for one or two 
main and one auxiliary unit. 

® Closing devices for intakes and tail 
race tunnels. 

@ Cranes for handling gates. 

A period of 3 months only will be al- 
lowed for the submission of bids, and 
it is stated that under no circumsfances 
will an extension be granted. 

Firms which do not have the tender 
documents for the original inquiry 
(which are no longer valid) may obtain 
the new documents subject to a charge 
of £E20. Instructions concerning the 
appropriate method of applying for these 
documents reportedly will be issued 
some time in June, 

Copies of three preliminary drawings 
may be obtained upon application to 
Hydro-Electric Power Department, Min- 
istry of Public Works, Parliament Post 
Office, Cairo, Egypt; to Kennedy & 
Donkin, Consulting Engineers, 12 Caxton 
Street, London, S.W.1, England! or to 
Vattenbyggnadsbryan (VBB), 29 Hum- 
legardsgatan, Stockholm, Sweden, 


Firms planning to submit offers for 
this work are advised to visit the site 
at the earliest opportunity, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining general information 
regarding working conditions in Egypt, 
so that tenders can be prepared in the 
time allotted. 





Machinery Needed by Ecuadoran Paper Mill 


The Ecuadoran paper company IPECA 
(Industrial Papelera Ecuatoriana, Com- 
pania Anonima) reportedly is now com- 
pleting a plant for the production of 
cellulose and wishes to expand opera- 
tions to include manufacture of wrap- 
ping paper, utilizing the cellulose pro- 
duced in its own plant. 

Buildings and machinery for the cellu- 
lose plant have already been acquired, 
but IPECA hopes to interest a U. S. 
investor in supplying the machinery 
(10-ton capacity daily) needed for Wrap- 
ping paper production. If an investor 
could be found, IPECA would be willing 
to pay interest on the investment, make 
partial payment for the paper-mill ma- 
chinery by granting shares in the com- 
pany up to 40 percent of the total capi- 
tal investment, consider granting a 
share in the management to the in- 


vestor, or discuss any other_ proposal 
which might be offered. 


IPECA claims that, since there are 
no other cellulose plants or paper mills 
currently in operation in Ecuador, a 
good potential market exists for its 
production, and it anticipates that a 
substantial sales outlet for cement 
paper bags could be developed when a 
cement plant, planned for construction 
in Riobamba, goes into production, prob- 
ably late in 1954, 

Additional information concerning this 
project is available on request from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, U. S. 
pepertment of Commerce, Washington 

, D. 

Interested persons may correspond 
with Tullio Pierrottet, General Manager, 

CA, P. O, Box 2063, Ecuador. 
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Belgian Congo Group 
Seeks U. S. Capital 


A group of Belgian Congo business- 
men wishes to interest U. S. investors 
in participating in the organization of 
a new company to operate a limestone 
quarry and to market crushed stone 
for local construction needs. 

Organizers of the new company, to be 
known as Calkat (Les Calcaires du Ka- 
tanga), reportedly have a contract with 
the Comite Special du Katanga, the 
State organization which holds the 
mineral rights within the Katanga and 
administers the Congo Government’s in- 
terests in mineral activity in the Prov- 
ince, for exploitation of the limestone 
deposits, which are situated between 
Jadotville and Tenke. 

Planned capital for the new enterprise 
is 30,000,000 francs, and U. S. private 
investment of 5,000,000 to 10,000,000 
francs (US$100,000 to $200,000), or 
one-sixth to one-third of the total capi- 
tal, is invited. 

Although considered a secondary in- 
dustry, the group believes the new en- 
terprise would fill an important need 
in development of the area in connec- 
tion with railroad and other construc- 
tion projects generally. 

A detailed prospectus is obtainable 
on loan for review purposes from the 


_ Commercial Intelligence Division, U. 8. 


Department of Commerce, Washington 
mm wD, C. 

Interested persons may correspond 
direct with Les Calcaires du Katanga, 
P, O. Box 729, Elisabethville, Belgian 
Congo. 





New Zealand Invites Bids 
For Rotary Converters 


Bids are invited until September 30, 
by the New Zealand State Hydro- 
Electric Department, Wellington, for the 
supply of 54 small rotary converters 
ranging in size from 50- to 300-watt 
output, to be used for standby power 
supply. 

A copy of the specifications is ob- 
tainable for review purposes on loan 
from the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, U. S. Department of Commerce, 
Washington 25, D. C., or from the Office 
of the Commercial Counsellor, New 
Zealand Embassy, 1346 Connecticut Ave- 
nue NW., Washington 6, D, C, 

Bids should be sent direct to the 
Stores Manager, State Hydro-Electric 
Department, P. O. Box 8025, Welling- 
ton, C.1, New Zealand, 





Brazil’s 1958 tung harvest is expected 
to yield about 7,165 short tons of tung 
fruit from which about 830 tons of. oil 
should be obtained. This is slightly less 
than the 7,700 tons of fruit and 940 tons of 
oil produced in 1952.—Emb., Rio de 
Janeiro, 


June 1, 1953 


Japanese Industrial 
Agent To Visit U. S. 


Yoshinari Sajima, a representative of 
the U. S.-Japan Industrial Research As- 
sociation, Tokyo, Japan, is expected to 
arrive on June 10 for a 3-month visit 
in the United States. 


Mr. Sajima’s primary objectives 
are to: 


@ Collect and transmit to Japanese 
members of the association information 


about the requirements of American 
firms or investors; 


e Assist in negotiating agreements 
between U. S. and Japanese firms; 


e Arrange for the introduction of 
American manufacturing techniques into 
Japan. 


During his study trip, Mr. Sajima 
wishes to include discussions of specific 
interests and problems of 10 member 
firms of the association, which com- 
prise a cross section of Japanese in- 
dustry, and include manufacturers of 
heavy industrial equipment, steel prod- 
ucts, engineering products, and chemi- 
cals. 


Also while here, Mr. Sajima will rep- 
resent Denryoku Keizai Kenkyu-jyo 
(Institute of Electric Power Economics) 
and Kokusai Denshin Denwa K.K. (Jap- 
anese Overseas Radio and Cable Sys- 
tem). On behalf of the former, he 
wishes to obtain information on electric 
power enterprises in the United States, 
including type of organization and op- 
eration, sphere of activity, and rate sys- 
tem, 


On behalf of the latter, he would 
like to obtain information from similar 
U. 8. enterprises with regard to organi- 
zation and operation, technical aspects, 
and cost-accounting systems. 


Mr. Sajima’s, itinerary includes New 
York, Boston, Akron, ‘Bay City, Wash- 
ington, Chicago, Milwaukee, San Fran- 
cisco, and New Orleans. Correspondence 
may be addressed c/o Stanley T. Okada, 
Presidefit, Transcontinental Mercantile 


Corporation, 1966 Broadway, New York 
23, N. Y. 





LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information 
the form of literature, ae 
ene price lists, or sam- 

is available in specific 
~~ as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C, 


In the United States 
Metal Products: 


England—Cox Radio (patent holder; 
dealer in new and second-hand radio 


and electrical apparatus), 39 West St., 
Bognor Regis, Sussex, offers for pro- 
duction under license in the United 
States, chimney lashings, suitable for 
television aerials, carrying masts, poles, 
and insulators. Illustrated literature 
and drawing available.* 

Photographic Equipment: 

Japan—Hokushin Electric Works, 
Ltd. (importer, manufacturer), 312 
Shimo-maruko-cho, Ohta-ku, Tokyo, of- 
fers its patents for the manufacture 
under license in the United States of 


sound projectors. Illustrated leaflet 
available.* 


Scientific Instruments: 

Japan—Hokushin Electric Works, 
Ltd. (importer, manufacturer), ~312 
Shimo-maruko-cho, Ohta-ku, Tokyo, of- 
fers its patents for the manufacture un- 
der license in the United States of indus- 
trial and navigational instruments, such 
as gyro-compasses. Detailed informa- 


tion (in Japanese and English) of 
firm’s activities available.* 


In Foreign Countries 
Aeronautical Instruments: 
Japan—Hokushin Electrie Works 

Ltd. (importer, manufacturer), 312 
Shimo-maruko-cho, Ohta-ku, Tokyo, is 
interested in obtaining U. S. patents and 
designs for the manufacture under li- 
cense in Japan of airplane and engine 
instruments, fuel flow totalizing and 
electric tachometer systems, warning 
units, automatic pilots and parts, bomb 
sights, and radar équipment, 


Metal Products: 


Germany—Berg & Co. (manufacturer, 
exporter), 51 Forststrasse, Solingen- 
Ohligs, wishes to be licensed by an 
American firm for the manufacture in 
Germany of new types of tools, hard- 


ware, cutlery, drop forgings, and sheet- 
metal products. 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs, price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in= 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Se ntelli- 
gence Division, U. Department 
of Commerce, Washington a 25, D. C. 


Aeronautical Instrument Parts: 


England—Formglass Products (manu- 
facturer and exporter of scientific, aero- 
nautical, and medical glass instruments), 
13 Southern Road, Thame, Oxfordshire, 
offers to export direct ball-in-tube in- 
clinometers (component part of the slip 
«and turn indicator) and spirit bubbles, 
* reading to fine limits for all types of 
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instruments, specifications according to 
requirements. 


Bird Cages: 

England—London & Provincial Mer- 
cantile Co., Ltd. (export merchant; sole 
export manager for manufacturer of 
bird cages), 30 Borough High St., Lon- 
don, S.E.1, offers to export direct or 
through regional agents in Southern, Mid- 
western, and Western States wire bird 
eages (zinc plated or pastel colors) 
and stands. [Illustrated literature and 
price information available.* 


Building Materials: 

Germany—Fritz Homann AG. (man- 
‘ ufacturer, exporter), 4 Bahnhofstrasse, 
Dissen T.W., offers to export direct 
monthly 600,000 square yards of wood 
fiber wallboard. Inspection available 
at Technische Hochschule, Braunschweig. 
Illustrated literature (in German) avail- 
able.* \ 


Clocks and Watches: 


Germany—Uhrenfabrik Villingen J. 
Kaiser (exporter, manufacturer) (17b), 
Villingen/Schwarzwald, offers to export 
direct or through regional agent (ex- 
cluding New York City) clocks (cuckoo, 
travel, and alarm types) and wrist 
watches. Illustrated literature and price 
information available.* 

Clothing : 

Netherlands—“THAS” N.V. (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 92-94 1B Zeine (0), 
Waalwijk, offers to export direct or 
through agent monthly 200 to 400 pieces 
of first-grade suede (Persian and sheep) 
and leather clothing, including sport 
outfits for men and women, Firm would 
appreciate receiving information on 
standard American sizes. 

Dredging Equipment: 

Germany—Stahlwerk Augustfehn Ak- 
tiengesellschaft (manufacturer, export- 
er), (23) Augustfehn (Oldb), offers to 
export direct or through agent com- 
plete dredging buckets and dredger 
parts, such as bolts, bushings, shackles, 
bucket blades, drag rails, and soles, 
made from special manganese steel 
alloy, open hearth or cemented steel 
treated according to firm’s own proc- 
esses. 


Ecclesiastical Articles: 

Treland—J. & C. McGloughlin, Ltd. 
(manufacturer, exporter), 47-54 Pearse 
St., Dublin, offers to export direct or 
through agent highest quality brass 
work for churches, such as candlesticks, 
communion gates, and tabernacle safes, 
quantity according to order, 


Forgings: 

Germany—Stahlwerk Augustfehn Ak- 
tiengesellschaft (manufacturer, export- 
er), (23) Augustfehn (Oldb), offers to 
export direct or through agent all types 


of free-shaped forgings. Samples avail- 
able from German firm. 4 
Furs (Raw); e 
Germany—Anker-Pelze, Inh. Alois 
16 


Saam (exporter, importer, manufac- 
turer), 3 Kirchstrasse, Fuerstenfeld- 
bruck bei Muenchen,, Bavaria, offers to 
export direct raw rabbit, hare, and 
marten skins. 

Games: 

Germany—Fax-Fabrikate Fr. Paul 
Schmidt (manufacturer, exporter), 44 
Koelnerstrasse, Duesseldorf, offers to 


export direct or through agent Fax plas- 
tic games, including double-sided slide 
puzzles and mechanical dice. Illustrated 


literature (in German and English) 
available, 
Hardware: 


England—John H. Weinberger, Ltd. 
(manpfacturer’s agent for European 
hardware suppliers), 22 Fellows Road, 
London, NW, 3, offers to-export direct 
builders’ and cabinet hardware. De- 
tailed list available.* 


Industrial Equipment: 


England—A. Johnson & Co. (Lon- 
don), Ltd. (manufacturer), Dukes Road, 
Acton, London, W. 3, offers to export 
direct stainless steel plant equipment 
for the dairy, food, brewery, chemical, 
and dyeing industries, including trans- 
port carts, tanks, boiling pans, vats, 
and pasteurizers. Ilustrated literature 
available.* 


Germany—Gesellschaft fuer Huetten- 
werksanlagen m.b.H. (exporter), 105 
Kaiserswertherstrasse, Duesseldorf, of- 
fers to export direct hot blast Cupola 
furnace plants for the pre-melting of 
scrap for steel mill furnaces. Inspec- 
tion available at Verein Deutscher Eisen- 
huettenleute, Duesseldorf, at seller’s ex- 
pense. Illustrated literature and drawings 
(in German and English) available.* 


Germany—Stahlwerk Augustfehn Ak- 
tiengesellschaft (manufacturer, export- 
er), (23) Augustfehn (Oldb), offers to 
export direct or through agent highly 
resistant steel plates for lining cement 
and grinding mills and beaters and 
beater heads for stone and ore crushing 
mills, 


Germany—Paul Vahle Kom. Ges, 
(manufacturer, exporter), 273 Westfalen- 
damm, Dortmund, offers to export di- 
rect rails for cranes, transportation 
plants, and hanging rail conveyors. Il- 
lustrated literature (in German) avail- 
able.* 


Machinery and Accessories: 

England—Hampson Industries, Ltd., 
(electrical and mechanical engineer), 
Bull Lane, Greets Green, West Brom- 
wich, offers to export direct Diesel gen- 
erating sets, designed to provide electric 
light and power for homes, villages, 
and towns, Illustrated pamphlet avail- 
able.* 


Germany — Maschinenfabrik Hasen- 
clever A.G, (manufacturer, exporter), 
55 Witzelstrasse, Duesseldorf, offers > 
export direct forging machines, pres 
and machines for the mining in 


Illustrated literature (in German and 
English) available.* 
Germany—Leifeld & Co. (manufac- 


turer, exporter), 94-96 Beckumer Strasse, 
Ahlen (Westf.), offers to export direct 
or through agent spinning and facing 
lathes. Illustrated literature available.* 

Germany — Autogenwerk Sirius 
G.m.b.H. (manufacturer, exporter), 47 
Schlossstrasse, Duesseldorf, offers to ex- 
port direct welding and cutting blow 
pipes, acetylene generators, pressure 
regulators, and cutting machines.  [Il- 
lustrated literature (in German and Eng- 
lish) available.* 

Germany—Fritz Weeren, Maschinfab- 
rik (manufacturer, exporter), 72 Rauen- 
tal, Wuppertal-Oberbarmen, offers to 
export direct or through agent threading 
machines and eléctric screw drivers. 
Illustrated leaflet available.* 

Netherlands—Nemaco (manufacturer, 
exporter), 98 Smidsweg, Nijverdal, of- 
fers to export direct or through agent 
machines for the building industry, in- 
cluding concrete mixers, winches, hoists, 
iron cutters, and tile cutting equipment, 


Notions: 


Germany — Kunstweberei Etitex 
G.m.b.H. (manufacturer, exporter), 60 
Kreuzstrasse, Wuppertal-Barmen, offers 
to export direct woven labels and 
ribbons. 


Paints and Lacquers? 

Netherlands—N. V. Verf Vernis en 
Oliefabrieken ““VEVEO”’ (manufacturer, 
exporter), 15 Willemskade, Schiedam, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
paints, lacquers, and varnishes with syn- 
thetic, cellulose, and oil bases, quantity 
according to order, Inspection available 
by certified local experts at seller’s ex- 
pense, Descriptive folder aVailable.* 


Smokers’ Supplies: 


Japan — Katoh & Co., Ltd. (export 
merchant), Rooms 324-6, Mitsui Bldg., 
Muromachi, Nihonbashi, Chuo-Ku, 


Tokyo, offers to export direct or through 
agent monthly 2,000 dozen cigarette 
lighters (automatic pocket and combi- 
nation cigarette case types), made of 
brass and silver, plated in chrome or 
neo-gold, lacquered, and engraved. In- 
spection available at factory at seller’s 
expense, or commercial surveyors may 
be appointed by buyer at buyer's ex- 
pense. 

Sponges: 

Japan—Yachiyo Co. Ltd. (export 
merchant), No. 50, 2-chome, Negishi 
Machi, Naka-ku, Yokohama offers to 
export loofahs (vegetable sponges) for 
use in oil filters, 


Stationery Suppliest 

Germany—Westdeutsche Fuellhalter- 
fabrik Hermann F, Bachmann (manu- 
facturer, exporter), 35 Lindenstrasse, 
Minden/Westf., offers to export direct 
fountain and ball point pens, Illustrated 
literature (in German) available.* 
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Tobacco Products: 

Netherlands — Paladijn Sigarenfab- 
rieken N.V. (manufacturer), 31 Haven- 
straat, Eindhoven, offers to export direct 
first quality cigars and little cigars, in 
1,000 piece lots. 

Toilet Articles: : 

Germany—Richard Mueller, Zerstaeu- 
perfabrik (manufacturer, exporter), Kelz 
Kreis Dueren, offers to export direct 
or through agent lead crystal sprayers 
and atomizers. Illustrated price list 
available.* 


Vessels and Port Equipment: 

Belgium—Chantier Naval et Chau- 
dronnerie S.A. ““MEUSE ET SAMBRE” 
(manufacturer, exporter), Beez-lez-Na- 
mur, offers to export direct coastal and 
river craft, tugboats, elevator and hop- 
per barges, cranes, pile drivers and 


floating workshops. Illustrated leaflet 
available.* 


Wooden Articles: 


Belgium—Les Ateliers d’Art Leon 
Smalle (retailer, exporter, manufac- 
turer), 28 rue des Pierres, Bruges, offers 
to export direct or through regional 
agents (excluding the State of Virginia), 
frames, hand-carved articles, carved 
poxes for packing -handkerchiefs and 
ties, and small furniture of carved wood. 
Photographs available.* 

Wool: 

France—Andre Barthas & Cie. (ex- 
port merchant and broker), 35 rue de 
la Republique, Mazamet (Tarn), offers 
to export direct or through agent first 


grade scoured wool, quantity according 
to order, 


nuts, and bolts. Correspondence in 
French or German preferred. 

Machinery : 

France—Henri Casse (wholesaler, re- 
tailer, manufacturer’s representative), 
19 rue des Paradoux, Toulouse, Haute- 
Garonne, wishes to purchase direct or, 
preferably, obtain agency for good- 
quality industrial sewing and cutting 
machines for Toulouse and Casablanca, 
where firm operates a branch office. 
Quantity required will be stated on re- 
ceipt of descriptive literature and price 
quotations. 

Naval Stores: 


Netherlands—N. V. Lithos, Associate 
voor Overzeehandel (importer and ex- 
porter of chemicals for paint, rubber, 
linoleum, ceramic, cosmetic, and paper 
industries), 3 Emmapark, The Hague, 
wishes to purchase direct or obtain 
agency for colophony in common grades 
for the paint and varnish industry. 








EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Building Materials: 


France—Maison Gabriel Netter (im- 
porter, wholesaler, commission mer- 
chant, and agent), 36 Boulevard de Lyon, 
Strasbourg, wishes to purchase direct or 
or obtain agency for all types of con- 
struction materials, particularly roofing 
*and insulating materials. Correspond- 
ence in French or German preferred. 


Furs (Raw): 
Germany—Anker-Pelze, Inh. Alois 
Saam (importer, exporter, manufac- 


turer), 3 Kirchstrasse, Furstenfeldbruck, 
bei Muenchen, Bavaria, wishes to pur- 
chase direct all kinds of American raw 
furs. 


Hardware: 


France—Jules Mayer & Cie. (im- 
porter’ and wholesaler), 5-7 rue de 
Temple - Neuf, Strasbourg (Bas-Rhin) 
wishes to purchase direct tools, screws, 
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AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 








Foodstuffs : 


France—Louis Doussoulin (manufac- 
turer’s agent), 12 Blvd. Bensa, Marseille 
Teme (Bouches-du-Rhone), wishes to ob- 
tain agency for frozen meat, salt pro- 
visions, dried and preserved fruits, pow- 
dered milk, and butter. Correspondence 
in French preferred. 


General Merchandise: 


Canada—Caverhill, Learmont & Co., 
Ltd. (wholesaler, importing distributor), 
455 St. Peter St., Montreal, Quebec, 
wishes to obtain agency for new lines 
which could be promoted in conjunction 
with the lines now handled which are 
general hardware; industrial, mill, and 
builders’ supplies; household goods; and 
sporting goods, 


Hardware: 


France—Strauss, Wonderweidt & Cie. 
(importing distributor, wholesaler, and 
exporter), 6 rue du Nideck, Strasbourg 
(Bas-Rhin), wishes to obtain agency 
for padlocks, as well as hardware items 
used in the furniture and building in- 
dustries. Correspondence in French 
or German preferred. 


Raw Materials: 


Netherlands—Agentur & Commissie- 
handel D. J. Sloep (importer and manu- 
facturer’s agent), 56B Statensingel, Rot- 
terdam, wishes to obtain agency for 
raw materials used in foodstuffs, such 
as colorings, chlorophyll, pectin, and 
flavorings. 


Toilet Goods: 


Belgium—Parfumerie Rene Schoen- 
makers (importer, retailer, wholesaler, 
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sales agent), 143 rue Notre Dame, Ma- 
lines, wishes to obtain agency for face 
powder, lipstick, face cream, rouge, 
hair oil, perfume, Eau de Cologne, sham- 
poo, toothpaste, soap, lotions, and other 
types of cosmetics. Correspondence in 
French preferred. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—John Cyril Woolf, repre- 
senting Typewriter Efficiency Service 
(repair service), 310 George St., Sydney, 
is interested in typewriters and requests 
technical information. Scheduled to ar- 
rive in June or July via New York for 
a visit of 1 month. U. S. address: c/o 
Ames Supply Co., 564 West Randolph 
St., Chicago, Ill. Itinerary: New York, 


Chicago, Syracuse, and Hartford and 
Woodstock (Conn.). 

Brazil— Noe Ribeiro, representing 
“TEMAG” S. A. Tecnica e Mercantil de 
Materiais Gerais (importer and dealer 
of roadbuilding and earthmoving equip- 
ment and machinery, nonferrous metals, 
and steel products), rua Conselheiro 
Crispiniano, 398; RADELSA Radio-Elec- 
tricidade S.A. (importer and dealer of 
radios and radio parts, electric motors, 
and industrial electric equipment), Ave- 
nida Ipiranga, 1248; and ET IT do 
Brasil Cimento e Amianto S.A. (manu- 
facturer of asbestos cement products, 
such as roofing, wallboard, pipes, water 
containers, and sewerage equipment), 
rua Xavier de Toledo, 266, all in Sao 
Paulo, is interested in purchasing road- 
building and earthmoving machinery and 
equipment, nonferrous metals, and steel 
plates and related materials. ~ 

Scheduled to arrive May 22, via New 
York City, for a visit of 5 weeks. U. S. 
address: c/o Jose Luiz Ribeiro, 3708 
North Sherman Blvd., Milwaukee 16; 
Wis. Itinerary: New York, Milwaukee, 
Chicago, and Washington. 

World Trade and Directory Reports 
being prepared. 

Egypt—Ahmed Dwidar, representing 
Ahmed Dwidar & Co. (importer, agent, 
wholesaler, and retailer), 45 Kasr el 
Nil Street (P. O. Box 922), Cairo, is 
interested in electrical household appli- 
ances, kerosene ranges, and refrigera- 
tors. Scheduled to arrive early in June, 
via New York, for a visit of 2 months. 
U. S. address: c/o Egyptian Govern- 
ment, Commercial Bureau of Informa- 
tion & Tourism, 29 East 69th St., New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chi- 
cago, and Cincinnati and Columbus 
(Ohio). 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

England — Henry William Ronald 
Wharmby, representing R. Wharmby, 
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345 Greasby Road, Greasby, Upton, Wir- 
ral, Cheshire, and K. Frankenhuis & Co. 
N.V. (importer and exporter of raw 
cotton and cotton waste), 141 Noorde- 
inde, The Hague, Netherlands, is in- 
terested in importing and exporting cot- 
ton and cotton waste. 


Scheduled to arrive June 13, via New 
York, for a visit of 3 months. U. S. 
address: c/o Mr. M. Frankenhuis, 221 
West 82d St., New York 24, N, Y. Itin- 
erary: New York, Dallas, Nassau 
(N. H.), Boston, Memphis, Atlanta, New 
Orleans, and Norfolk. 

World Trade Directory Report on R. 
Wharmby being prepared. 


Germany—Dr. Ottokar Dietrich, rep- 
resenting Kloeckner-Humboldt-D e u t z 
A.G. (manufacturer, exporter), Dillen- 
burgerstrasse, Koeln, is interested in 
selling, as well as arranging with Amer- 
ican firms for the production under li- 
cense in the United States of his firm’s 
products, including diesel engines, natu- 
ral gas engines, and specially developed 
air-cooled motors. Was scheduled to ar- 
rive May 15, via New York, for an in- 
definite period. U.S. address: c/o Diesel 
Energy Corp., 47 West St., New York, 
N. Y. Itinerary: New York City, Tulsa 
(Okla.), Wilwaukee, Waterloo (Iowa), 
Toledo, Dallas, Detroit, and Washington. 


Germany—Rolf O. Hall, representing 
Rolf O. Hall, Exportagentur, 4 Baeren- 
schanzstrasse, Nuremberg, is interested 
in establishing a U. S. market for cut- 
lery, jewelry, gift articles, and optical 
goods, as well as contacting U. S. im- 
porting agencies. Scheduled to arrive 
May 10, via New York, for a visit of 
3 months. U. S. address: c/o Lester R. 
Hano, 2 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: States of Washington, Ore- 
gon, California, Nevada, Arizona, New 
Mexico, Texas, and Oklahoma. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Germany—Dr. Dieter Veerbeck, rep- 
resenting Veerbeck & Co., 12 Schloss- 
bleiche, Wuppertal-Elberfeld, is inter- 
ested in visiting department stores and 
mail-order houses and studying produc- 
tion methods in the manufacture of 
towels.’ Scheduled to arrive June 8, via 
New York, for an indefinite period. U. S. 
address: c/o Braun Hobar Corp., 2526 
N. 32d Street, Milwaukee 10, Wis. Itin- 
erary: New York, Buffalo, Cleveland, 
Detroit, Chicago, Milwaukee, Omaha, 
Salt Lake City, San Francisco, Los An- 
geles, New Orleans, Baltimore, Phila- 
delphia, and Washington. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 


Italy—Giuseppe Castelli, via Matteo 
(home: Via Brera 29), Milan, is inter- 
ested in technical assistance from, and 
financial participation by, an American 
firm for the purpose of establishing and 
organizing in Italy an up-to-date sys- 
tem for pasteurization, packaging, and 
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distribution of milk; and garbage dis- 
posal using the most modern VU. S. 
system. 

Also, visitor requests technical in- 
formation on plants and machinery for 
treatment of milk, equipment for mak- 
ing cardboard milk containers, and 
equipment for garbage disposals. 


Was scheduled to arrive the end of 
May, via New York, for an indefinite 
stay. U. S. address: c/o Wellington 
Hotel, Seventh Ave. and 55th St., New 
York 19, N. Y. 


World Trade Directory Report not ap- 
plicable, as visitor not now engaged in 
business. 


(This visitor was announced in the 
March 30 issue of Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, as scheduled to arrive on April 
15.) 


Netherlands—Dr. M. Kanner (manu- 
facturer of chemicals), 10 Badhuisweg, 
Scheveningen, The Hague, is interested 
in establishing connections with U. S. 
importers of light chemicals. Was 
scheduled to arrive May 17, via New 
York, for a visit of 6 to 8 weeks. U.S. 
address: c/o N. Padawer, 639 West End 
Ave., New York 24, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York. 


Syria—Anwar Challah, representing 
Syrian Oil Refining & Distribution Co. 
(SORI) and Anwar and Rachad Chal- 
lah (importer of general merchandise 
and tinplate; exporter of wool, skins, 
and Syrian agricultural products; whole- 
saler of canned fruits and vegetables), 
Challah Building, P. O. Box 73, both 
firms located in Damascus, is interested 
in purchasing petroleum products and 
refining machinery and requests techni- 
cal information on the exploration, re- 
fining, and distribution of petroleum. 
Was scheduled to arrive May 18, via 
New York, for a visit of 15 days. U. S. 
address: c/o General Chemical Division, 
Allied Chemical & Dye Corp., 40 Rector 
St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: Pitts- 
burgh, Tulsa, and Chicago. 

World Trade Directory Report on 
Syrian Oil Refining & Distribution being 
prepared, 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 








The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision recently has published the 
following trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Commerce 
Field Offices. The price is $1 a 
list for each country. 


Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—Surinam, 

Alcoholic Beverage Manufacturers— 
United Kingdom. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Egypt. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 


Importers and Dealers—British Hon- 
duras. 

Beverage Manufacturers—Chile. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Colombia. 

Cooperage, Crate and Shook Import- 
ers, Dealers, and Exporters—Australia. 

Department Stores—Switzerland. 

Dry Goods and Clothing Importers and 
Dealers—India, 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Bolivia, 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Netherlands West 
Indies. 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Union of South 
Africa. 

Furniture Importers and Dealers—El 
Salvador. 

Furniture Importers and Dealers— 
Venezuela. 

Hospitals—Colombia, 

Hospitals—Ecuador, 

Hospitals—Peru. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Venezuela. 

Leather Goods Manufacturers and Ex- 
porters—Greece. 

Machinery Importers and Dealers— 
Denmark. 

Meat Packing, Sausage and Casings— 
Canada. 

~Medicinal and Toilet Preparation Im- 
porters and Dealers—Venezuela. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Manufacturers—Sweden. 

Mining Companies and Exporters of 
Ores—Egypt. 

Musical Instrument Importers 
Dealers—Venezuela. 

Naval Stores Importers and Dealers— 
United Kingdom. 

Paint and Varnish Importers 
Dealers—Costa Rica. 

Paint and Varnish Importers and 
Dealers—Peru. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Netherlands. 

Pulp and Paper Mills—Netherlands. 

Sporting Goods, Toy and Game Im- 
porters and Dealers—India, 

Tanneries—Ireland. 


and 


and 





New Motion Picture Theater 
Being Built in Hong Kong 


Another large motion-picture theater 
is undér construction in the Causeway 
Bay area of Hong Kong. This building, 
valued at 2,000,000 Hong Kong dollars 
(about US$335,000), will be ready for 
operation by the end of 1953, and will 
also provide shops and apartments. - 

Competition in the picture business in 
Hong Kong is becoming more strenuous 
as the number of theaters increases, 
and theater owners report they are 
having difficulty in securing good pic- 
tures. As a result of this competition, 
Hong Kong exhibitors are showing in- 
terest in third-dimensional films, which 
were to be introduced in the colony this 
spring. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





May 25-June 10 


May 29-June 239 ........ 
May 30-June 7 , 


enone 


May 30-June 14 ........ 
May 31-June 7 


June 1-12 


MMO 2-20? ....ccccrcrcencese 


June 1-Aug. 31 ........S. 


DUMC 4-14® .......cccsroccees 
DUNS 7-22 .....cccerscscceeees 
TUNE 8-18 oo... ccscdecceees 
June 


June 
June 13-28* 


June 


June 


June 


Tune 18-29 ........0002.:.. 


June 19-30 


June 20-Oct. 11 ........ 


SUMO B-BT® 2...0ecc000000. 
TUNE 22-25% ....rcecceeess 


June 22-27 . 


June 


June 26-July 5 


June 29-July 3 ........ 
June 29-July 13* 
June 30-July 5% ..... 


June 30-July 11 ........ 


..United States 


.United States 


1958 Dates . 

Apr. 30-Oct. 11 ........ GEFMANY orrecssceccsseeseeee .. International Horticultural Ex- 
hibition, Hamburg. 

May 18-June 18°® ......Spain .,,....ccccccscsserorseseere International Handicraft Exhi- 
bition, Madrid. 

May 22-June 7 ........ RR: cncwteesnl Industrial and Commercial 
Fair, Antwerp. 

May 23-June 10 ...... PS ar Se See Te International Agricultural and 

nimal Husbandry Fair, 
. Madrid. 
May. 25-28  o.rccccccccccss United States .......... Annual Office Machinery & 


Equipment Exposition, Bos- 


ton, Mass. 
MEET ctemeeatsematacrn International Sample Fair, 
Palermo. 
TT eocteseceieiitcntennts Istanbul Exposition, Istanbul. 
PI.» eetiteeetnictecbinks International Trade Fair, Inns- 
bruck. | 
French Morocco ter ~~ Trade Fair, Casa- 
anca. 
GORGES ccitnccunith Western German Agricultural 
Fair, Cologne. 
IIE sacecttsctcnrctomgens Canadian International Trade 
Fair, Toronto. 
II: sactivicinchericincamiols International Trade Fair, Bar- 
celona. 
S. Rhodesia. ............. Central African Rhodes Cen- 


tenary Exhibition, Bulawayo. 


United States ........... 8th National Home and Build- 
ing Exposition, Los Angeles. 

WINS | vicegrnencnce International Trade Fair, Bor- 
deaux. 

INE cccisciewstcitanel British Plastics Exhibition, 
London. 

United States .............Second ternational Aviation 
Trade ow, New York, N. Y. 

x ..cceicdennion Antique Dealers’ Fair, London. 

IS cncccccttcstnnticpiaaiil International Trade Fair, 
Padua. 

United States ............ First Exhibition of Basic Mate- 
rials for Industry, New York. 

NIG os. ccsserrvesesovsncse Fortieth National Business Ef- 
ficiency Exhibition, London. 

| RS See. International Fair, Halsing- 
bord. 

SP GRING  Sicicccstihee wntatadnds Chemical & Laboratory Equip- 
ment and Industrial Controle 
Apparatus Exhibition, Paris. 

Netherlands ............... International Dairy Equipment 
Fair, Utrecht. 

TOE ccenctcnericioian International Exposition - of 
Communications (Transporta- 
tion), Munich. 

SPCC rtesces stented Industrial Chemistry Exhibit, 
Paris. 

, REY SEee International Food Congress 


and Exhibit, Ostend. 

Silinivotad Exhibit Convention of the Rail- 
way Supply Manufacturers 
Association, Atlantic City. 


United States .......... San Francisco World Trade 


Fair, San Francisco. 
ee International Aeronautical Ex- 
position, Paris. 
Netherlands ............. International Footwear & 


Leather Show, Utrecht. 


..Free Territory of International Sample Fair, 


Trieste Trieste. 
RED SIS International Photographic Ex- 
position, San Francisco. 
oe ae Second British Instrument In- 
dustries Exhibition, London. 


England 


July 11-26 ...............Luxembourg . .._ International Trade Fair, Lux- 
embourg. 

MO CC, DP aicc BRON Seccesesvcessccvecossorsoes International Agricultural Ex- 
position, Rome. 

July 28-31* ...........000 Netherlands .............. Netherlands Leather Goods 

Fair, Amsterdam. 
July 31-Aug. 9 ........ PREIS 6 citiccinsiinscicivcans Export and Industries Fair, 
ornbirn. 

July 31-Sept. 3 ....Indonesia ..........c000-. [Indonesian National Exhibition, 
Djakarta. 

Ni WOATORUAY . cnciccctenns Paraguayan Industrial Produc- 
tion Fair, Asuncion. 

Aug.-Sept.** .........00. Union of 8. Africa Industrial Exhibition, Pretoria. 

ROE ssocscnccceseevsenis PI csithccptnsrrsacienneale The Carinthia Fair, Klagenfurt. 

BEE DOD cccoscesacecictcMMMBONOUNER, necicocnseveccevesas National Agricultural and In- 
dustrial Exhibition, Brisbane. 

Aug. 20-Sept. 20 .... Turkey .......ccscssecseess International Trade Fair, 
Izmir. . 

A GOTIMATY  cccroceccoesececeees German Watch and Jewelry 
Specialty Fair, Frankfurt- 
am-Main, 


See footnotes at end of table on page 20. 


June 1, 1953 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 


Aug. 


Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 


Sept. 





AE ee Se St. ae Fair (International), 
Stockholm. 
MEE sunienieivdion United States .......... aan Gift and Fancy 
Goods Show, New York. 
27-Sept. 6 ...... French Equatorial Trade Fair, Brazzaville. 
Africa 
29-Sept. 6 ...Switzerland .............. Swiss Radio and _ Television 
Exhibition, Zurich. 
29-Sept. 6 ........ Gereney sninsicnnnd German Radio and Television 
Exhibition, Dusseldorf. 
30-Sept. 9 ...... East Germany ......... Leipzig Trade Fair, Leipzig. 
WD * wicks Netherlands .............. International Industries Fair, 
trecht. 
REDD > scecanibiitinans England .......0..-crce.ce00 Twentieth Radio and Television 
Exhibition, London. _ 
re nicccdisrdndnes GOTMBDY onccessesescccassere Textile Fair, Hannover 
Spd axe Se IE eiscstniseveciveiiiinn The Engineering, Marine & 
Welding Exhibition and the 
Chemical Plant Exhibition, 
Olympia, London. 
MDB nccicscticejaink INS bp iictenitienbond Third International European 
pea of Machine Tools, 
russe 
BHD vrssrcsorcscesed CROTON  iaiitiacintaee icici International Leather Goods 
Fair, Offenbach. 
BAB srapsecachesccthenss FP PRIOG * Binstittervmsscensiniss International Trade _ Fair, 
Strasbourg. 
en. DEG catadiinigeiacold International Levant Fair, 
Bari 
OSD snccescntancoceed MOOTRRGIIN  acikccsttcesctte International Trade Fair, 
Frankfurt. . 
6-18 ...... Austria International Trade _ Fair, 
Vienna. 
; peers at MOUOGIIE  Koctbeecigttintnond International Trade Fair, Sa- 
‘ lonika. 
P > ae: SWE!  cccecccccrccsocrseeses Swedish Industries Fair (In- 
ternational), Goteburg. 
p> ee IPUUEEN ”; nestisccamibiaahinacereciet International Preserved Foods 
and Packaging Exhibition, 
Parma. 
12-27 ........00.... Switzerland ..............NWational Autumn Fair, Lau- 
sanne. 
BIOS  tincenann Bee BA .onsiccssDrccsesonsie International Trade Fair, 
Ghent. 
PS dep eae Yugoslavia ws. International Trade Fair, 
Zagreb. 
BBB saceespiccectuts PEOIIE * isteciigieinienttind or ~-pere Trade Fair, Mar- 
seille. 
DA easedcccene POC cccnpncnnesss International Trade Fair, Co- 
logne (Textile Clothing). 
13-20* nol TORGB . Sintileindandall International Pharmaceutical 
Exhibition, Paris. 
99°98 amasndi ROT sinintatcicmoetin International Food & House- 
keeping Exhibition, Char- 
leroi. 
GErMADY  sccrccccrssesseseese International Trade Fair, Co- 


logne (Household- -Hardware). 











Sept. SUAS © citi nieattondion National Dairy Fair, Lodi. 

Sept. United States .......... National Instrument Confer- 
ence & Exhibit, Chicago, Il. 

Bent. WsOct.- 14” ABTA! cascivicsmrresiswinn “Conquest of the Desert” Ex- 
ibition, Jerusalem. 

Sept. 24-29 ........ccvsessd GOTMBDY. cccerestvnstenenes rankfurt Book Fair, Frank- 
furt-am-Main. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 1* ........ Germany  o.eecccssceseseeee Berlin Industry Fair, Berlin. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 4 .......... AUG ci ithinmows International Trade Fair 
(Fall), Graz. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 11 ........ WP CGIIOS = scicntinninseonseians International Nautical Exhibi- 
tion, Paris. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 11 ...... Italy International Cotton and Rayon 
Exhibition, Busto Arsizio. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 11° ...... GOPTRABIT * sceccsscveisctinviess Berlin Industry Fair, Berlin. 

Sept. 26-Oct. 12 ........ France International Trade Fair & Ex- 


hibition, Metz. 











Sept. 28-Oct. 12* ...... Ethiopa. ...........ccccccceeee Somalia Fair, Mogadishu. 
Sept. 29-Oct. 2* ....... United States ........... National Electrical Industries 
how, New York. 
Sept. 30-Oct. 11 ........ Italy Tulermetionel. Technical Exhibi- 
on 
October** India International Exhibition, Luck- 
now. 
Oct. 1-11 France International -Automobile, Cycle 
and Sports Exhibition, Paris. 
COR, FeAB cecsstiseisncesdine Switzerland. .............. International Trade Fair, Lu- 
gano. 
Cet. BB sucdiinseontda COIR © es scccavcestccsnseiets Eastern Canada All Electrical 
Show, Montreal. 
CBee picnics ANG gn issnticnicn Shoe and Leather Fair, London. 
CGS I eovcegninetteee sion United States .......... — Hardware Show, New 
or 
ets WED Anacaaee Switzerland ............ Swiss Fair for gy yg _ 


Dairy Production, St. 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





United Kingdom Ends Steel Rationing, 
Plans Distribution of Steel Plate 


The British Minister of Supply has announced the ending of the 
allocation scheme for iron and steel, except tinplate, in the United 


Kingdom. 


Iron and steel rationing was originally introduced in England in 
1940 and was not abandoned until May 1950, when control over the dis- 


tribution of all forms of iron and steel 
except nonalloy steel sheet and tinplate 
was ended. 

The general shortage of steel that de- 
veloped in 1951 resulted in a temporary 
allocation of supplies for the defense 
program and finally in the reintroduc- 
tion of the previous rationing scheme in 
February 1952. 


Estimates indicate that in 1953 do- 
mestic output and imports will provide 
about 13,900,000 tons of finished steel, 
which should meet home and export 
requirements. The stock position has 
also improved. Consumer stocks at the 
end of 1952 were approximately 200,000 
tons higher than in June 1950, when 
the wartime allocation scheme was 
- tropped. 

Production of steel ingots and cast- 
ings in the first quarter of 1953 actu- 
ally amounted to about 4,550,000 tons 
compared with 4,013,000 tons and 4,- 
117,000 tons in the corresponding periods 
in 1952 and 1951, respectively. 


A more favorable supply situation and 
an expected 6-percent rise in steel con- 
sumption by industry this year have 
made the British Government feel that 
rationing is no longer needed. In addi- 
tion, British officials believe that al- 
though specialized types of steel may 
be short, as steel plate is now, these 
shortages can be handled by adminis- 
trative arrangements rather than by a 
general steel allocation scheme. 


4 
Steel Plate Plan Introduced 

The Government has introduced a dis- 
tribution scheme for steel plate, the 
only important steel product still in 
short supply. 

The scheme will be operated volun- 
tarily by the industry with Government 





guidance. The Government will watch 
the supply position and ask the indus- 
try, through the channels being set up, 
to make necessary adjustments within 
certain priorities. These steps are ex- 
pected to secure a larger proportion of 
the available steel plate for the ship- 
building industry. 

Minor shortages of other items, such 
as certain sizes of heavy sections, some 
types of forging billets, and tube sheet 
of certain qualities, may also arise. 
The need for scrap, although continu- 
ing, is less urgent than it was. 


British Automotive Exports 
Rise Sharply in March 


Passenger car exports from the 
United Kingdom rose to 24,887 units in 
March 1953, nearly 4,000 more than 
the average for the first 2 months of 
1953. Commercial vehicle exports at 
9,242 showed a rise of 653 on the same 
basis of comparison, while 8,801 agri- 


cultural tractors exceeded the previous 
monthly rate so far this year by 1,703. 


Car exports in the first quarter of 
1953 as a whole showed an appreciable 
increase in dollar sales compared with 
those of the first 3 months of last year. 
Sales of British models to the United 
States more than doubled at 9,798 com- 
pared with 4,320; and the 5,232 sent to 
Canada was about ten times greater 
than the 548 sent in the first quarter of 
1952. 


These figures reflect the energetic 
sales campaign which British manufac- 
turers have been pursuing on the North 
American Continent. 





Italy Establishes 1,180 
New Movie Theaters 


A total of 1,180 new theaters were 
reported to have been established in 
Italy in 1952. Of these theaters 530 
were commercial and 550 were non- 
commercial or parochial, 


A total of 133 features was completed 
in Italy in 1952 and 11 others were in 
production at the end of the year. Of 
these 144 feature films, 22 were co- 
productions, and 11 were in color. This 
compares to 110 feature films produced 
in 1951, 


Import permits were granted in 1952 
for 383 feature films, of which 246, 
or about 65 percent, were from the 
United States, 49 were French films, 
31 British, 20 German, 9 Soviet, 7 
Spanish, 7 Mexican, and 14 came from 
other countries. In 1951 import permits 
were granted for 342 features, of which 
230 were for U. S. films. 


Gross box-office receipts at Italian 
theaters in 1952 were estimated at ap- 
proximately 78,400,000,000 lire (about 
US$125,440,000), about 12 percent higher 
than box-office receipts in 1951. 

Receipts from the showing of Italian 
films accounted for 24 percent of the 
total in 1951, but this figure rose to 30 
percent in 1952. 

It was estimated that approximately 
745,000,000 tickets were sold by motion- 
picture theaters in 1952, about 6.5 per- 
cent more than in the preceding year. 


More Cars Sold in Thailand 


Sales of motor vehicles in Thailand 
totaled 2,004 passenger cars and 3,213 
trucks in 1952, compared with 1,619 pas- 
senger cars and 1,288 trucks in 1950. 
The import quota for passenger cars in 
1953 is 2,000 units. There are no import 
restrictions on commercial vehicles. 

Motor vehicles in operation in Bang- 
kok and Thonburi Provinces on January 
1, 1953, with figures as of January 1, 
1952, in parentheses, totaled 12.903 
(10,065) passenger cars, 1,172 (775) 
taxicabs, 5,930 (4,708) trucks, 782 (692) 
btises, 1,882 (887) motorcycles, and 169 
(98) trailers. 








Fairs and Exhibitions 


(Continued from Page 19) 
Nk BOB cccnstionstaces IIE | dictetiveccciesresnies International 


Oct. 17-Nov. 1 ........ Tunisia 
Deb. TBBB®  ccecccoseseres: Germany ......... 


NOV. 2-8 ..........00-00e000e United States .......... Women’s International Exposi- 
tion of Arts and Industry, 
New York. 
Ss PIE ccicentncousnsined United States ........... All Industry Refrigeration and 
Exposition of Air-Conditioning Exposition, 
Machinery and Accessories, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Manchester, : . PIO, EP: cetetceninccss England ..........0.06-110--..Lnternational Cycle and Motor- 
Pe Na ae ne International -Fair, Tunis. cycle Show, London. 
swe-knternational Bicycle and Mo- Nov. 18-Dec. 2 ........ TEM BIAING - cscsscocracsscesseese Building Trades Exhibition, 
torcycle Exposition, Frank- London. 
furt. Nov. 28-Dee. 8 ........ Ttaly .......escsseseeeeeeee Enternational Bicycle and Mo- 


Oct. 19-28 ................. United States ......... 


National Metal Exposition, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


Nov. 30-Dec. 5* ........ United States ... 


torcycle Exhibition, Milan. 


-..... exposition of Chemical Indus- 
es. FEE . ccwviniinvnteens IEE: © eccessetnstsiininnss ene Motor Exhibition, cates, New York. hes. 
ndon. aS Bere IE acictitiecitttniecanias International Agricultural Ma- 
Oct. 81-Nov. 16 ........ France . wea on ~~ ame Gastronomic Fair, chinery Eapesition, London. 
jon. 


November®® ...............Netherlands omen Fal 
dar 


n 
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Fashion Week, Amster- 





*New listings or corrections. 
**Exact dates not yet available. 
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New Zealand Hide, Skin 
Production Drops Slightly 


New Zealand bovine hide and skin 
production during the year ended March 
31, 1953, amounted to 874,772 units, 
slightly less than the 883,080 recorded 
in 1951-52. Hides and skins included in 
the 1952-53 production, with 1951-52 
output shown in parentheses, were: Ox, 
220,710 (203,581); cow, 541,594 (543,- 
095); bull, 29,902 (30,368); yearling, 44,- 
781 (48,789); and calf, 37,784 (57,247). 
Of the total 1952-53 production, 361,638 
were consumed domestically, leaving an 
exportable surplus of 513,135. 

Japan continued as the leading mar- 
ket throughout the first quarter of 1953, 
but the suspension by Japan of imports 
from the sterling area until June or 
July made the future outlook less prom- 
ising. This development no doubt will 
mean that the exportable surplus, ac- 
crued at a time of peak killing, will 
have to be disposed of in the United 
Kingdom and Continental markets, and 
that substantially lower prices will pre- 
vail for New Zealand cattlehides during 
the coming months. 





- New Plant Opened in Brazil 


To Assemble U. S. Trucks 


A new U. S. assembly plant in the 
Ipiranga industrial district of San Paulo 
was opened formally on April 17. An 
official indicated that more than 2,000 
different service parts items are pur- 
chased in Brazil, and that additionally 
a considerable amount of local manu- 
facture is done in the new plant. The 
virtually complete reliance on Brazil 
for plant and company personnel also 
was pointed out, as the company’s total 
labor force currently includes only four 
North American nationals. 


This assembly plant is capable of pro- 
ducing 125 vehicles in an 8-hour shift, 
but now is operating at the rate of 23 
units a day. All present production is 
devoted to trucks, but a few passenger 
car units will be assembled in the near 
future. Parts are available or en route 
to keep the line in operation at its 
present output rate for 5 or 6 months, 
with operation beyond that date depend- 


ing on the granting of further import 
licenses. 





Mexico Has Marketing Problems 


Because of a ready outlet in the 
United States, the market for Mexican 
turpentine has been satisfactory, but 
there has been some concern over the 
difficulty of marketing gum rosin. 


Although consideration has been given 
to reducing output in the current sea- 
son, producers face a difficult situation 
because the desired cut in rosin produc- 
tion entails an undesirable decrease in 
turpentine output. 


June 1, 1953 





New Scientific Camera 
Perfected in Spain 


A scientist in Barcelona, Spain, 
claims to have perfected the first 
camera capable of photographing 
in color the back of the eyeball. 

The inventor, Don Cristobal Gar- 
rigosa, who has been working for 
years on this special camera, says 
it will enable physicians to make 
a@ more accurate diagnosis and 
will allow minute observation of 
eye infections. 

He states that he first dis- 
cussed his process in 1934 at the 
Ophthalmic Congress in Palma de 
Mallorca. 











Prices of Diesel, Fuel Oils 
Adjusted by Spanish Dealers 


The Spanish petroleum monopoly has 
announced modifications in the sales 
prices of bulk diesel and fuel oils 
throughout Spain, effective April 1, 1953. 

The new prices for diesel oil are about 
the average of the separate regional 
prices which were formerly in effect. 
Special preferential prices were put into 
effect, however, for fuel oil for certain 


‘ industrial, shipping, and fishery uses. 


The new price for first-grade fuel oil 
of 1,150.52 pesetas per metric ton, tax 
included, for ordinary users is about: 10 
percent higher. The new uniform price 
for first-grade diesel oil is 1,695.04 pe- 
setas per 1,000 liters, tax ifcluded. (The 
official free market rate is approximate- 
ly 40 pesetas to U. S. $1.) 





Indian Film Output Up 


A total of 233 feature films was pro- 
duced and censored in India in the calen- 
dar year 1952, compared with 221 fea- 
tures completed in 1951 and 241 in 1950, 
according to information obtained from 
the Indian Motion Picture Producers’ 
Association. 

Of the 233 pictures produced in 1952, 
50 percent, or 112 films, were produced 
in the Bombay area, 48 were made in 
Calcutta, and 73 in the Madras area. 

About 95 percent of the pictures pro- 
duced were of an entertainment nature 
based on social, historical, and mytho- 
logical themes. . All of the films were 
35-mm. productions, as there is no or- 
ganized commercial production of 16-mm, 
films in India. 

The Indian Motion Picture Producers’ 
Association estimated total theater ad- 
missions in 1952 at about 912,500,000, or an 


_average of 2,500,000 a day. Gross collec- 


tions on theater admissions during the 
fiscal year ended March 31, 1951, the 
latest year for which statistics ane avail- 
able, were 218,500,000 rupees (1 rupee= 
U, S. $0.21), 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


Arabs Meet To Discuss 
Standards of Pharmacy 


The Fifth Arab Pharmaceutical Con- 
gress, held in Cairo from April 9-13, 
was convened for the purpose of further- 
ing the standards of pharmacy in Arab 
countries and discussing methods of 
stimulating local production and regu- 
lating foreign imports. 

The Congress was held at Dar El 
Hakma, a newly built medical center, 
and the dean of the Egyptian School of 
Pharmacology was the presiding officer. 

It was announced that the Egyptian 
Government was considering elevating 
the School of Pharmacy into a full fac- 
ulty at Cairo University and at Alexan- 
dria University. A faculty is a college 
attached to a university, and this is the 
only Egyptian school of comparable size 
that is not yet a faculty. Graduates of 
the school desiring a recognized univer- 
sity degree in the field of pharmacology 
have had to obtain it abroad. 

The average number of students in 
the school during the past 4 years has 
been 420. In 1953 there will be 101 
students sitting for -final examinations, 
of which 75 percent are expected to be 
successful. In recent years the number 
of certified graduates, in parentheses, 
was as follows: 1952 (65), 1951 (55), 
1950 (31), and 1949 (72). 


Specific proposals approved by the 
Pharmaceutical Congress included: 
Raising the standards of the pharma- 
ceutical profession; increasing local pro- 
duction of pharmaceutical products; 
emphasizing the campaign for preventa- 
tive treatment of disease; increasing 
and improving the teaching of pharmacy 
in Arab countries; and maintaining 
Arab unity in this field—Emb, Cairo. 





Paraguayan Production of 
Quebracho Extract Drops 


Paraguayan production of quebracho 
extract declined by more than 25 per- 
cent, from 38,023 metric tons in 1951 
to 28,197 in 1952. Exports decreased to 
almost the same extent, dropping from 
36,206 metric tons in 1951 to 27,852 in 
1952, approximately 23 percent. 


In terms of U.S. dollars, 1952 ex- 
ports of quebracho from Paraguay, by 
countries of destination, were: United 
States, $4,522,736; Great Britain, $301,- 
682; Netherlands, $192,005; West Ger- 
many, $44,672; Sweden, $43,812; Bel- 
gium, $17,987; and to other countries, 
$18,399. 





Italy may need to import 45 to 55 
thousand short tons of vegetable seed 
oil or the equivalent in oilseeds to cover 
its vegetable oil requirements through 
October of this year of around 395,000 
tons and still allow for at least 55,000 
tons of Government seed oil stocks.— 
Emb., Rome. 
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Pakistan Expands Its Railway Services 


The Government of Pakistan is giving 
serious study to improvement of the 
country’s railways, traction, and rolling 
stock. As an immediate and effective 
means of implementing its development 
program, the country has obtained fi- 
nancial and technical assistance, chiefly 
from the International Bank for Re- 
construction and Development. 


The lack of an adequate national and 
interregional road and highway system 
with feeder outlets, and the fact that 
civil aviation in Pakistan is in an initial 
stage of development, serve to high- 
light the importance of the country’s 
railways. 


The development program has been im- 
plemented in part by the arrival of 23 
American diesel-electric locomotives for 
the North Western Railway of West 
Pakistan, and 53 diesel-electric loco- 
motives for the Eastern Bengal Rail- 
way in East Pakistan are scheduled 
for future arrival. 


So far, this latter Railway has re- 
ceived 1,300 jute-carrying cars from 
abroad and 2,000 cars which were con- 
structed in its own yards. The Eastern 
Bengal Railway also expects to receive, 
from France, 113 light steel coaches. 


Important projects now in progress 
are the development of the Chittagong 
Port, the construction of the Sylhet- 
Chattak line on the Eastern Bengal 
Railway, and the Mardan-Charsadda 
line on the North Western Railway. 
Conversion of the Jacobad-Kashmore 
section to broad gage on the North 
Western Railway, is being slowed down, 
however. 

The partial implementation of the pro- 
gram has already resulted in consider- 
able improvement in rail transport in 
the western area of the country. Many 
of Pakistan’s locomotives have been con- 
verted from coal- to oil-fired units, a 
scheme which, in addition to greater 
ease and efficiency of operation, re- 
flects the Government’s plan, in the ab- 
sence of adequate reserves of good- 
quality domestic coal, to provide for 





Swiss Vessels Make Antwerp 
Regular Port of Call 


Vessels of the Consortium de Trans- 
ports Commerciaux (C.T.C. Lines) of 
Geneva, Switzerland, are scheduled to 
make Antwerp a regular port of call. 

The S. S. Jura probably will be the 
first vessel to depart from that port, 
followed by the S. 8. Rhone. Subse- 
quent sailings are expected to take place 
monthly, The vessels will carry general 
cargo. 

Agents for this line in Antwerp are 
Belmarag, S.P.R.L., 18 B, Falconplein., 
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greater utilization of other types of 
locomotives. 


Several Pakistan officials have been 
sent to the United States, the United 
Kingdom, Canada, and Australia to re- 
ceive training in the handling, opera- 
tion, and maintenance of diesel-electric 
locomotives, shop management, railway 
statistics, traffic control, testing and 
repair of precision instruments, and elec- 
tric power generation. 


An American locomotive-manufactur- 
ing concern which has supplied diesel- 
electric locomotives to the North West- 
ern Railway, maintains an American 
technical engineer in Karachi to assist 
the Pakistan staff of the Railway in 
all phases of diesel-electric locomotive 
operation and maintenance. 

Two members of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway are in training in the United 
States, and upon their return other 
personnel will go to the United States 
for the same purpose, 





French National Railroads 
Raise Fares 25 Percent 


All passenger and baggage fares on 
the French National Railroad network, 
other than those of the Paris commuter 
lines, have been increased by 25 percent, 
effective May 15. 

On cut-rate vacation fares the new 
increase will not go into effect until Oc- 
tober 1. No increase is envisaged in 
Paris commuter fares at this time. 

The Council of Ministers has taken 


this action as a measure toward reducing 
the national deficit. 


Contract Let for New 
TV Station in Canada 


The contract for construction of 
television broadcasting station CFPL 
was let on May 3, by the London Free 
Press Printing Co. of London, Ontario, 
Canada, according to the May 4 issue 
of the London Free Press, 

Cost will be about C$300,000 for a 
10-kilowatt transmitter to be located 
near London, It is stated that testing 
will be done in October, and the station 
is expected to begin broadcasting late 
in October or early in November. 

Signals will be transmitted from a 
76-foot antenna atop a 500-foot tower, 
and the effective radiated power is esti- 
mated at 117 kilowatts. This combina- 


tion reportedly will make the station 
the most powerful TV outlet in Can- 
ada. The transmitter also will be the 
first privately owned TV station in 
Canada. It will operate on Channel 10, 
VHF, and it is reported that any set 


receiving United States stations can 
receive these signals without being 
modified. 


Although there has been no.state- 
ment regarding the effective listening 
range for this station, it appears likely 
that television receivers in Erie, Pa., 
Detroit, and Cleveland will be able to 
pick up its signals, as well as localities 
in southwestern Ontario, 

Winnipeg also will have a privately 
owned television broadcasting station. 
The Winnipeg station is tentatively 
scheduled for operation by the end of 
this year. 





Havana Gets New Shipping Services 


A number of additional shipping serv- 
ices to Havana were instituted in April. 

The recently formed Cuban-owned 
Beviara Steamship Co. has initiated 
weekly sailings between New York and 
the Cuban ports of Havana and Pas- 
telillio, employing chartered foreign-flag 
vessels. 

The Kerr Steamship Line’s sailings 
from St. Lawrence ports to Havana and 
Vera Cruz henceforth will include Bos- 
ton on the itinerary once a month, and 
thus provide direct Boston-Havana 
freight service. 

It is understood that a line to be 
known as the Cuban-American Steam- 
ship Co. has been formed by combined 
Cuban and United States interests, and 
will institute fortnightly sailings in May 
between Havana and New York with 
chartered foreign-flag vessels. 


The Cubamar Line, of Havana, has 
begun weekly New Orleans-Havana and 


Pensacola-Havana service to add to its 
existing schedules between U. S. 
South Atlantic ports and Cuban ports. 


Mitsui initiated direet cargo service 
from Japanese ports to Havana in April, 
and it was announced in that month that 
two other Japanese shipping lines also 
will include Havana in the itinerary of 
their monthly sailings to the Caribbean, 


The downward trend of inbound ton- 
nage at Havana continued in April. 
The drop in the first quarter of this 
year as compared with*the like period 
of 1952 was 10 percent; the April drop 
was 30 percent, with discharge of 195,000 
tons as against 274,000 tons in April 
1952. 

As a result of the decline in Havana- 
bound rice and other cargo from New 
Orleans, the Lykes Line has announced 
the conversion of its weekly New Or- 
leans-Havana service to a fortnightly 
basis. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
Japan To Be Under ic.pv | Hide, Skin Export Demand Down 
n | 10 The number of wet cattle hides, wet 72,909 calfskins, and 161,288 kipskins. 
Sy stem on Ju y kipskins, and cattle-hide parts licensed Japan continued to be the major foreign 
The effective date of the thus far in the second quarter of 1953 market for U. S. hides and skins in the 
addition of Japan to the list of indicates that the total for the quarter first quarter of 1953. 
countries subject to the Import will be lower than for the first quarter, SS 
Certificate/Delivery Verification the Office of International Trade. U. S. Fable 1-—-U. 5. Experts of Wet Hides 
: ’ And Skins, January-March 1953 
procedure has been postponed Department of Commerce, has an- (in wamiber of bieab Ae dina} 
from July 6 to July 10, the Office nounced. However, quantities of wet Cattle Calt- Kip- 
of International Trade has an- calfskins licensed may be larger than hides skins skins 
| nounced. in the first quarter if the present rate 116,464 27,899 3,718 
The previously announced ef- of licensing of this item continues. vm weno 
fective date (Foreign Commerce From April 1 to May 15, wet cattle as 7,264 3,008 
Weekly, May 25, p. 20) was post- hides licensed for export totaled 157,949 8,468 0 2,796 
poned because of a delay in publi- compared with 338,156 in the entire first 337 
cation of Current Export Bulletin quarter; wet calfskins, 54,390 compared — ae 2 we 
, 703, in which the revised IC/DV with 89,330 in the first quarter; wet kip- Greece anit 2 5, = 
procedure is set forth. skins, 63,669 compared with 156,210 in Other-countties 7. 1s 0Ci OO 
, the first quarter; and cattle-hide parts, P 
1,576,433 pounds compared with 4,122,046 fee. “wien ee ee 
‘ js in the first quarter. These figures do Canada. ............. 303,230 84,704 193,521 
1 Ita lians Study U. S. pe include Papparg as exports to aes Note: Data are preliminary and subject to 
. estination do not require an individu revision. — 
° Controls on Exports validated license. poSgurce: | Bureau of the Census, U. 8, De- 
° Seven officials of the Italian Govern- wt ey yg — 4 mes be U. S. imports of calfskins and kipskins 
the past 10 days in Wash- oe ce wor bovine hides ond king during the first quarter (table 2) were 
t ment spent the pas ays in Was exports of wet bovine hides and skins ; " 
‘ , : : substantially larger than in the corre- 
n ington, D. C., studying U. S. export from the United States during the first sponding quarter of 1952. Imports of 
g control operations, the Office of Inter- quarter (excluding those to Canada)  cattie hides, on the other hand, were 
national Trade has announced. peeapeliiny lege eeteacp Ro au much lower. Domestic supply of cattle 
é The Italian officials came to this . prsansi —— hides was larger in relation to demand 
g : the fourth quarter, exports (except to than was the supply of calfskins and 
y _ country to work with U. S. export con- Canada) amounted to 309,493 cattle hides, ,.; kins 4 
| trol officials in a joint effort to develop a .. H 
we ’ more effective procedures. Managed oF C : 
i" by the Office of International Trade, Table pe U. rer an oon of Wet Hides and Skins \ 
the trip is sponsored by the Administra- tom Majer +t. pense a mtg ries and 1952. 
tor for Mutual Defense Assistance Con- iii, ieee Kipskies 
> trol, Harold E. Stassen. Similar consul- es ey —_" be oa oe 
y tations have been held in the United Gain. 45,290 135,926 148,785 21,645 16,532 10,441 
of States and abroad with representatives Argentina RA ARES nM iexir » 1,009 140,159 uo . 2 aes ag 2 
* DINE. nhecovasscinbetsdesseringhbetnianeneaeilicesocnmiabiels . ’ y ’ , 
of other friendly governments for the New Zeaiand ” F} 3'900 46/532 8 7] 0 
2g purpose of furthering mutual efforts in Other countries 8,803 39,307 11,765 19,051 14,081 9,628 
34 field sg a one Total 55,177 322,463 242,162 49,208 «—«67,490 «2,5 
uring their visit in Washington, the . 
Italian study group met with OIT ex- Rousse: esenn al the Gabon, U & Dane anaemia 
ts port licensing officials and representa- 
Ss. tives of the Bureau of Customs. They able relief. ° ° ° 
Es. were also scheduled to hold consulta- : Mexican Firm Denied 
ti . Taken together, this group of proposed 
ce ions with other U. S. Government agen- id the life of pease at 
‘il cies concerned with export control, in- changes would ease the life of the Ameri- Export P r ivileges 
t cluding the Departments of State and Cn importer by minimizing uncertainties 
a Defense and the Mutual Security Agen- and inequities, while reducing the cost Rafael Benaventes-Acosta and his 
- cy. They also planned to visit Bureau to the Federal Government of the ad- firm, Botica Hidalgo of Calexico, Cali- 
wi, New York City. same time, it would not diminish the Peralta-Yepiz and Francisco Fajardo- 
n= governmental revenue or the tariff pro- Duarte, both of Mexicali, have been 
ril, , tection accorded domestic producers. temporarily suspended from all VU. S. 
hi Statement by Assistant Secreta ivi 
his saadl Y js lca TY While these proposals have been de- €Xport privileges for 60 days. 
lod ontinued from Page signed in the mutual interest of the This suspension order was issued 
op goods back. This type of special mark- United States Government and of the while formal export denial proceedings 
00 ing it is now proposed to eliminate. American businessman, their announce- were being undertaken against the Mexi- 
il Moreover, in order to avoid hardship ment would also convey welcome assur- can firm and the three named individ- 
in unusual cases, such as shipments ance to foreign countries that the United uals for participation in smuggling anti- 
na- where the failure to mark before im- States does not wish to hamper the ad-_ biotics of U. S. origin from the United 
ew portation was due to ignorance of the mission of their products into the United States to Mexico. 
ced marking requirement and marking there- States by procedural roadblocks that All U. S. firms are proniviied by the 
Ir- after would involve a prohibitive ex- can be avoided. I hope that your Com- order from knowingly selling any com- 
tly pense, it is proposed to authorize the mittee will recommend the prompt pas- modities to this firm and the named 
Secretary of the Treasury to allow suit- sage of this bill, individuals for export into Mexico, 
kly June 1, 1953 z 23 
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Firm Policy Urged on 
Steel Scrap Exports 


Development of a firm Government 
policy on licensing exports of iron and 
steel scrap was discussed at two meet- 
ings on May 20 of the Iron and Steel 
Scrap Industry Advisory Committee and 
the Iron and Steel Scrap Consumers 
Industry Advisory Committee with the 
National Production Authority, U. S. 
Department of Commerce. 

Opinion among members of the Iron 
and Steel Scrap Committee, composed 
of both dealers and brokers, was di- 
vided as to whether iron and steel scrap 
should be exported, NPA reported. It 
was suggested, however, that the Gov- 
ernment establish a definite policy for 
receiving and processing applications for 
export licenses involving scrap in so- 
called distress cases. 

Some committee members said there 
are tonnages of scrap in California, and 
probably in Florida and Texas, which 
dealers or brokers are unable to move. 
This scrap, they said, should be permit- 
ted to go to friendly foreign countries. 


Shipment to Canada Permitted 

Government spokesmen said that in 
a few cases prior to discontinuance of 
NPA’s Iron and Steel Scrap Order, M-20, 
licenses to export scrap were granted on 
NPA recommendation. Scrap also is 
permitted to go to Canada for use of 
Canadian mills, and a small quota has 
been established for Mexico in order 
to sustain steel mill operations there. 

The Iron and Steel Scrap Committee 
suggested that the Government, in es- 
tablishing a policy to cover exportation 
of iron and steel scrap, give the same 
consideration to scrap as to finished or 
semifinished steel products. It also said 
consideration should be given to certain 
geographical areas, particularly to those 





Norway’s production of marine oils in 
1953 is expected to approximate 255,000 
short tons, a drop of 23 percent from 
the 330,000-ton output of last year— 
Emb., Oslo. 


remote from midwestern and eastern 
steel mills. 

Members of the Iron and Steel Scrap 
Consumers Industry Advisory Commit- 
tee, which met in separate session, ex- 
pressed concern lest the exportation of 
iron and steel scrap, if permitted to 
increase, might jeopardize at some fu- 
ture time the production of steel in this 
country. The opinion was voiced that 
inventories of scrap in the hands of 
steel mills, which were built to an 
alltime high last October after the 
long steel work stoppage, now are down 
to an average of 45 days’ supply. 

This committee unanimously opposed 
exports of iron and steel scrap from 
continental United States, NPA re- 
ported. Members of the group sug- 
gested, however, that if friendly nations 
needed scrap to produce steel, it might 
be obtained from the Aleutian Islands, 
Guam, or Hawaii. 

Government spokesmen who attended 
the meetings said the views of the two 
committees will be considered by the in- 
teragency advisory committee on export 
policy, which will make a recommenda- 
tion to the Seeretary of Commerce on 

~ the entire subject. 


U. S. Bars Imports of 
Mexican Cattle, Meats 


The U. S. Department of Agriculture 
on the evening of May 23 stopped all im- 
ports of Mexican cattle, and their fresh, 
chilled, or frozen meats, as a result of 
a new outbreak of foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease in the State of Veracruz, Mexico, 


The outbreak appears to be confined 
to a few farms in that State, although 
local inspection has not yet been com- 
pleted. 

Canned meat in hermetically sealed 
containers still can be imported with- 
out further restriction. Cured meat 
from federally inspected plants in Mex- 
ico can be imported under permit to 
be sent to approved establishments in 
this country for further processing. 

The U. S. border was reopened only 
last September to imports of Mexican 
live cattle, following eradication of 
foot-and-mouth disease through the ef- 
forts of a joint U. S.-Mexico commis- 
sion. Previously, the border had been 
closed for nearly 6 years following the 
December 1946 outbreak of the disease 
in Mexico, 
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